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DEFEN
CE

OF THE

True Church

Called

QUAKER
S

,

(Comeand coming out of theWilderneffe, Babylon,

and the dark Night of the Apoftacy of Antichrift

into theirown Land, which is Sion the Mountain of

Holineffe, there to Worſhip the Lord in Spirit and

Truth) against the feveral Sects and forts of

people, called Independants, Separatifts or Brownifts,

Baptifts, Fift Monarchy-men , Seekers, and HighNo

tionists of all forts,who bythe True Light are found

and difcovered to be out ofthe ſame.

Written by J. C. According to the meaſure of Wif

dom given unto him from God, who is the giver of

everygoodgift.

LONDON,

Printed for Thomas Simmons at the Bull and Month

near Alderfgate, 1659.
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Hen theJewis outward Returned from the Capti

vity of Babylon, which was the true figure of the

Saints coming out of the long and dark night of

Apoftacy, from the Doctrine and Life of the Apoftles in the

Primitive Times, which was the Captivity of the fpiritual

Seed, fo great and many were theirEnemies who endeavour

ed to canle their Work (in repairing the defolate and ruined

places of Ferufalem ) to ceafe, that thofe who were imployed

in that Work, with one hand wrought, and with the other

held the Weapon ; evenfo is it andauft it be nowat the Re

turn of the fpiritual Seed, not only within, by exercifing

Faith and Prayerupon and to him that isable to fave to the

uttermoft, and in his ftrength wreſtling againſt the Dragon

and his Angels, Principalities, Powers, and Spiritual Wicked

neffes in High Places, andfundry temptations, fo quenching

bytheArmour of Light all the fiery Darts of the wicked one

but alfo without, both by holding forth the Word of their

teftimony, and fealing it with their bloud and fufferings for

the conviction and converfion of finners, fo fitting ftones

forGods fpiritual building , and alfo by ftoppingthe mouths

of gain-fayers, who fhall not be able to relift the Spirit by

which they fpeaks So ftandingin the gap and quitting them

felves like Spiritual-men against the Beast and falfe Prophet,

andall the Armies of the Aliens.

I

مستب

Hear now therefore all ye that are called Independants, Se

paratifts, or Brownifts, Baptifts, Fift Monarchy-men, Seekers,

high Notionists of all forts, the Apologie or Defence that I in

the wisdom and ftrength of myGod ( for without him I can

do nothing ) do make againſt you, and for the true Church

called Quakers, against whom and whofe ftanding Profeffion

yevarioufly have prejudice and do contend.

And First for you called Independants, ye affume a great

Name, butye are not found in the Independant nature, and

fo are not the true Church ; for although ye profeffe your

felves as to the vifible Adminiftration of Church-power, not

tohavedependance upon otherCongregations or Churches
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as an inferiour on a fuperiour; yet arethere manythingsap

parently feen amongst you which do un-Churchyou andre

moveyour Candleſtick far off; for the true golden Candle

Hicks amongwhomChrift the Son of God walketh, do hold

up and hold forth the true light that it may thine before

men ; butye (as dothe common multitude ) reject it, fleight

it, and Difpute againft it as invalid and infufficient to leadin

the way everlafting ; and fo ye would have it kept underthe

bulhel, yea, quite extinguished in the hearts of men, and

would havethe Scriptures or Writings to be a light to it, and

not it an enlightener and opener of them, wherebyye ftumble

at the Scriptures themselves, and cannot difcern of the times

and feaſons, or of the Saints feveral ſtates and conditions to

God-ward, who becauſe they fometime witneffed a war and

ftriving against the body of fin, therefore fay you, they muft

alway while they live carry it about them, as though the

Saints fought as thofe that beat the Air, or as though their

labour were in vain in the Lord : Oh !. foolish people and

unwife, whenwill yecome to the true Teacher in your felves,

thatye maybelieve and know the Promife madeunto the feed,

That thereſhall be no more a pricking Bryar unto the House of Ifrael,

nor a grieving Thorn of all that are round about them that despise

them and theyshall know that I am the Lord: Alfo that their Ene

mieswhichtheyhavefeen to day, they shall fee them again no more for

ever And that ye may fee their intereft in Chrifts Prayer

( whom the Father heard alwayes, becauſe he did alwayes

the thingsthat pleafed him ) who faid, NeitherPray for thefe

alone to wit, for the Apoſtles and Saints then in the world,

that they might be fanctified through the Truth ) but forthem

also who shall believe in me through their words, that they allmaybe

one, &c. Iinthem andthou in me, that bey may be madeperfect in

one, and that the world may know that thou hast fent me, andbast

loved them as thou hast loved me. Mark, This was a ſtate of Saints

Perfection in this world, that worldly Spirits might be con

vinced thereby; but ye being in the unbelief, are (even as the

multitude ) alwayes hanging upon the lips of men, whole

tongues are not touched ( as the Prophets was ) with a Goal

from Gods. Altar, who witneffed his fin purged, and fo are

ever learning, and never come to the true knowledge ; for
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the Paftors and Teachers ofyour Congregations have not yet

witneffed the Urim of the Sanctuary, I meanthe true fpiritual

Gift, by believing andwaiting on the true light which thineth

in their dark hearts, that fhould give them power from on

high to minifterin , but are either men learned with the lear

ning of this world, or fuch who through ftrength of Brain,

andoften reading of the Letter of the Scriptures, can com

pofea Form of Words and deliver it unto you after a Prieftly

manner ; fothat ye ( as ſtill unfatisfied ) heapto yourfelves

National Prieſts alfo for Teachers, fometimeshearing the one,

and fometimes the other ; Yea, fome of your Paftors ( fo cal

led) are National Priefts alfo Oh ! ( Friends, ) it might

fhameyou andmake youblufh for fhame ( if yecould rightly

confider ) to call your felves the Churches of Chrift, and In

dependants, and be thus fo dependant on mans Teachings;

Yea, joyningwith the National Priefts about the way of fen

dingout a Miniftrie, and bearing the Beats very Mark in your

Foreheads while ye are fo called ; owning your Baptifm in

your Infancieto betrue, thongh miniftred to a blank, and by

thofe who fprang from a Popish stock, and fprinkling your

ownInfants now from a falle apprehension of the Promife

made to youandyour feed after the flesh, fo calling that the

feed ; whereas the true Churches ofChriftknew no fuch feed,

nor owned any, but that which sprang out of Chrifts womb

in the Regeneration, who is a quickning Spirit : So Chrift the

Corner-ftone and Head of the Church , even the true and

univerfal Lightis come tofight against you with the word of

his mouth, and to teftifie to your faces, That though ye callyour

Selves Femes, yet ye are not, but do lye: Yea, your Converfation

in the world mot plainly fheweth that your (pot is notthe ſpot

of his Children ; for we fee you fo mingled and interwoven

in the Pride, Covetousness, Policie and Folly of the world,

that we could not by any holywalkingknow you, or cull your

out as the clean from the unclean, oras Sheep from the midft

of the Goats, if wedid not now and then hear fome of you

called Independants ; Lord, how emptie a thing it is tohave

a Nametolive and to be dead ? Wherefore come to him who

is theRefurrection and thelife, which life isthelight of men,

and becometh the light of life to all that believeand wait in
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it, that they may bring forth fruit untoGod, and fo bės

come living ftones built up a fpiritual Houfe ; for this

is the Church of the Firſt-born, whoſe Names are writs

ten in Heaven : Forwhatis it for people tocry, The Temple

of the Lord, the Temple of the Lord The Church of Christ,

the Church of Chrift, and to be polluted and unclean bothin

Worship and Practice, or to call themſelves the Children of

Abraham , and not to do theWorks of Abraham, for he for

fookthe Idolatry of his FathersHoule, and in obedience to

the Lords call, came into a Land that hefhewed him;focom

ming to theCrofs tohis own will, he alfofaw Chrifts day and

wasglad, and walked before the Lord and wasupright , but

ye do neither of theſe , asbeing ftill in the abominations of

the Whore, whohave made the Nations drunk, askickingas

gainftthe prick, the True Light andReprover forfin and evil,

andlivingin the DeteftableWaies, Cuſtoms and Fathions of

the World ; fo the Sun-fhine of the Lightin thisthe day ofthe

Lords Power hath put and is putting outyourCandle in ob❤

fcuritie,& hath removed your Candlestickbecaufe ye repented

not ; forhe hath raifed up a People at laft in this Nation

wherein hehath placed his Namethat it might not fall in the

ftreets ; who as they are faithful tothe firft Principle of

God inthem, to wit the Light, fhall out-live, out-fhine and

eat out the Heart and Soul of all Profeffors and profeflions

in theWorld that are foundin the Idolatry, Prideand Vanity

thereof, though undergreat and fair pretences of Chriftian

Religion, which ftands not in high words, but inloving Mer

cy, doing Juftice, and walking humbly with theLordGod;

fo every wayand in every thing keeping themselves unfpot

ted of the World, yeahating even the garment spotted with

theflesh. o Faiblido a Y

So that neither can ye Brownists or Separatists in this the

Lords day , efcape his Righteous Judgement and cenfure,

though yefeem to ftand at a greater diftance from falfeWor

thip then theIndependents do , butbeingweighed in the equal

ballance are found too light tobe accountedbyus for theTrue

Church ofChrift ; yet Know that becauſe it is faid in the

Scripture, come out from amongthemandbe 'ye feparate, faiththe

Lord, and touch no unclean thing and I willreceive you,&c. yeare
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very confident of yourftending, forye fay, ye are feparated

From the National Antichriftian Worship, abborring their Idol Tem

ples, and will not bear any of their Baals Priests, or break any

Bread withthem,&c. But confiderimpartiallywhetherye touch

no unclean thing, yea whether ye came not fromthem with

their grand abomination in your boloms , which yehave ever

fince fostered and practifed, and that with (a feeming) no

little zeal, I meanthe Sprinkling or Baptizing of your Infants,

upon the account of their being the Seed of the Covenant

as they are yourChildren, whofay, ye are believers, a most be

wiching Sorcerie this is, and an exceeding betrayer of the

Pure Life ofGod, and that whichbears death in thevery face

ofit, andif yeare true toyour own Principles, ye muft needs

befoon un-churchedhereby, and brought back to Babylon do

what you can, foryour Children being hereby made Visible

Membersof your Body, they muft needs be accounted Bre

thren as they grow upin years amongst you, though Regene

ration be not witneffedby them ( forbyyour own Approba

tion andA&t ye received them in before they knew their very

right Hand from their left ) andfothey must have all the pri

veledges of Brethren, though not difcerning the Lords Body,

or able to feparatebetween the Pretious and the Vile , or not

favouring the thingsof the Spirit of Godas the Natural man

doth not,wherebya confufed medly and mixt multitude muft

needs appear, yea and the tares foon overfpread, and over

grow, andovertop the Wheat if there be any ; and fo that

which ye counted the Churches of Christ, plainly become,

and be feento be by thofe in the light, butthe Field which is

the World; is not this to mock God, and to throw down with

one hand what ye would fet up with the other ? Come tothe

Light of Chrift in yourConfcienceswhich makes manifeſt all

things, and let True Judgement proceed ; But alas yeare

asgreat Enemies to that Pure Principle ofGod, which fhould

reproveyou for all deceitful and confufed actings, and give

youa right difcerning , and purge you from all fin,asany o

ther whatſoever, and are fo rivited on the letter without,

that ye will not endure to hear ofthe True Lightwithin,which

enlighteneth every man that cometh intothe World, without which

no man'sheart could be fearched, or ever any man converted

1
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to God. For I wouldknow ofyou Separatists, howanyofyou

at firſt canie to be troubled for fin, or to have anygood defires

begottenin' youtowardsthe Lord or his Truth, which yede

fired to know and were willing to fuffer for? was not this done

by the Spirit ofthe Lordwhich moved and ftirred in you? and

whence came this convincing and illuminating Spirit ? came

it from above the clouds, or pierced it into you from without?

or wasthething alwayes within you, ftriving and ftrugling at

feveral times , though yetook little notice of it before yebe

gan to behumbled byit? can any man(even while unregene

rate flee any more from Gods prefence and Spirit, that his

handſhould not find him out, then after Regeneration ? or

could David have done fo before converfion more then after

wards?can the wicked hide themſelves that the Lord fhould not

fee them anymore then the godly ? I believe ye will all anfwer

Nay;and iffo, is the Spirit oftheLord God who filleth all pla

ces and things with its prefence, ) out ofa wicked man, or at a

greater diftance ( as to place ) from him then from a

Righteous Man, though in the manner of its operation

in them I know it is different , judging and repro

wing the one, and comforting and encouraging the other;

So then the Spirit or Life being in and nigh everyone , the

true light muft needs bein every one, for the life is the light

of men ,
and ſo whatever good thing is wrought in mans

heart , doth not come fromwithout him , or from far , but

from the word within the mouth and heart , andfo arifeth

fromwithin himfelf; for faith wiſdom , a good man fhall be

fatisfied from himself; and fo did Chrift promife, Whosoever,

faith he, drinketh ofthe water that I shallgive him, ſhall neverthirst,

but it shall be a Well ofwaters fpringing up in himto EternalLife ;

and fo did Ifaiah Prophefie , As the Earthbringeth forthher bud,

and as the Garden caufeth the things that are fown in it to fpring

forth , fo the Lord God will caufe righteousness and praiſe to ſpring

forth before all the Nations ; Oh ! the fweet fpringings andbud

dings of the pure Life of God in mans heart , aftera night

and winter of forrow and darkness, and filent waiting upon

that of God in him ; furely by this means and no other

fhall Righteousnesstowards man, andpraife and glory to the

Lord
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LordGod who is worthy, and alone worthy, fpring up in the

fight of others.

Andoh ! ye Separatists, focalled , how can it be expected

that ye fhould Minifter to each other in your Affemblies bythe

living Power of the Spirit of truth (which is the Holy An

nointing , and the onely Exercifer of the Saints in all their

adminiftrations) any more than others do,but that ye ſhould

be as dead , dry and formal as they in fuch exerciſes , when

as ye will not turn to the light which is the true Teacher ,

and in the humility and penitency of your fpirits wait in fi

lence for the Comforters prefence; are ye not now compre

hended and difcerned by (thoſe who walk in the light as heis

in the light) to be dry , dead and unfavoury, and hating re

proof and your Reprover , who now calls for more living

fruit in this his day of light and truth than in the times of

more ignorance? And areye not proud and covetous , and

fetdown at eaſe in the wayes and cuftoms of men , as refpe

Яing perfons, &c. as if therewere nomore croſs tobe taken

up , when the greateſt is yet behind? For thelight ſhining

inyour dark hearts , as it arifeth , will erofs yourown wills

and wiſdom exceedingly , and rejectyour vain confidence of

your being the onely trueChurch, and fo ye will appear na

ked and bare , as thofe that have been butin a dream, thatye

were come out of Babylon , when as the Whore and Beaſts

mark is difcerned in your foreheads, & other ofher trumpery

amongyou ; Wherefore I exhort youin Gods love and fear

to come unto the light within , which brings out of death

and deadnels and all tranfgreffion , and out of all the wayes

of confufion , and that abominable practife of Infant Bap

tifmwhichis a chief ground thereof; and be not deceived ,

Godis not mocked, forfuch as ye fow ye fhall reap, andif ye

will ftill fow to the flesh as ye havea long time done , ye ſhall

reap corruption, vanity andforrow; but if yewill fow tothe

Spirit, and lay yourground work there, ye fhall from thence

certainly reaplifeEverlaſting.

But what hath he against us and our Profeffion may theBap

ifts fay, who have not onely renounced ourInfant Baptifme

as a grofs deceit, but havepractifed in direct oppofition there

tobybeing dipped or baptized in water , and foprofels Faith
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and Baptifm asthe Apostles & Saints did before the Apoftacy?

The Spirit of the Lord hath enough against your Faith,

forfome of you are for FreeWill, which ye fay is a power

placed in you, whereby ye are ableto ftandor fall toyourown

Mafter of your own accord , by taking heed to what the

Scriptures outwardly declare , fome part whereof you call

the Gofpel , and own no other , fo that one of ye once de

clared , He knew no other Spirit now than the Scriptures ; as if

the Spirit that moved the holy men of God to speak forth

the Scriptures when it had fo moved them, had done its

work, and fo quite forfaken theEarth ; whenas the greateſt

glory of theChurch , and purelt life of the Saints is to be

brought forth in theſe last times , as the Prophefies of the

Scripturesdo plentifully fore- hew, which cannot be brought

to pass but by the Spiritof the living God, which Spirit or

Life is butone in all and in all ages, which is a fpirit ofJudg

ment and burning, whofe pure Judgements and Holyburn

ings are felt in this day of the Lords winnowing by thofe ,

who every one in their own meafureand order do filently,

fincerely and humbly wait forthe fame; for although we fay

that every ones condemnation is juft for loving his evil deeds,

andhating the light that fhines in his heart, yet noman is a

ble in his own will , diftinct from thislight , to adde one cu

bit unto his ftature, that is, to make oneſtep in faving know

ledge or obedience, butis tobelieve in the light , and wait

therein, fo tarrying theLords leafure, till he arife in him up

to the prey , leading captivity captive , andbringing forth

Judgement unto victory; and if this feems a ftrange or

foolishLanguage untoyou , know that it is becauſe ye are

in yourown wills , in diftinction from the light , which is

Gods faithful witnefs within you, which faithful witneſs is

Chrift the Power of Godunto Salvation untoevery one that

believeth,& this is the Gospel or glad tidings indeed,that man

is not left tohimfelf to work out his own Salvation , but that

the Godof all grace hath left in him afeed (which)as a con

.firmation thereof was plentifully manifefted in his Son made

I

of a womanin due time, in which he believing that it ſhould

break theferpents head, and do all his works in him andfor

him ; fo that ye Free-willers(fo called) ftumbling at this ftum

bling .
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bling-ſtone, and fetting up the Scriptures (which are but a

wholfom Declaration of this feed and corner-ftone ) in its

place ; I doDeclare againſt you and all fuch, that ye are Ido-

laters, and fo out of the true Faith of Gods Elect , and there

fore not the true Church of Chrift, but the fynagogue ofSa

tan. Wherefore I exhort you to come out of your own

willsand carnal wiſdom , which begets you in yourCongre

gations into many vain janglings , rents and difputings ;

andto waitin filence upon the Reprover inyou for fin(which

alone is ableto give you victory over fin) thatyour mouths

maybe for ever stopped for pleading against the true light ,

which is the true Prophet , that ye perilhnot in thegain fay

ing of Kore, who alſo ſtood up againſt the Lords Prophet. 0

thers deny indeed mans power, willand abilityto do good ,

and fo deny you , as out of the Faith ; but how ( ince they

are become fuch difputers againft, and denyers of the true

light that lightneth every man) they thould themselves be

in the true Faith , orfind power and ability to bring forth

any good and acceptable fruit unto God , I cannot behold ;

for which way. fhould ye feel his living Power to enable you

thereunto, or whichwayfhould the Spirit of the Lordcome?

Do you look for him by way of local motion , andſo to enter

O from without to within you , canfuch a thought be without

fetting the phanfie on work, and fo makingan Image of the

Godheadwithin your felves; but ifyewill not beaccounted I

dolaters, then muft you needs come to the light within, which

muft reveal unto you the Image of the InvisibleGod in the

ftill filence, and that which can reveal the Fathers Glory ,

muft most certainly diſcover fin and evil which vails the fame

(while undifcovered and unjudged down and deftroyed)from

} the mind of man ; but this alfo yeBaptized Perfons (that

fay ye deny mans Free Will) cannot believe , for ye think

¡ and fay, though fin do remain in you (as it muſt as longas ye

live here) yet ye have an Advocate with the Father , andfo

are juftified byChrifts Merits and Righteoufnefs , the which

for
any one to deny, ye account a denial of Free Grace, yea

and of Chrift himself ; Soye think ye maybehold theFa

thers Prefence even while fin isſtanding. Alas, alas Friends,

yeare much deceived (as are the common multitude) herein;

B 2
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forin this day ofChrift (the true light) anotherkindofFree

Grace , and another manner of Saviouris difcovered and re

vealed, than hath been formerly imagined ; for knowye,that

Gods Free Grace is his Free Gift in giving his Son a light in

to the world , whereby as men cometo fee, confeſs and for

fake all evil in thought, wordand deed, Juftification ,Reconci

liation and Peace with the Lord God they may come

to witneſſe , and no otherwife ; for whofoever hath at

any time feen his pure fhape with a fpiritual eye , can-,

not imagine or defire to have theſe any other way ,

his pure eyes beholding no Iniquity in any one without

reproof where ever he finds it neither can his all

feeing eye but fee it where ever it is , and this is alſo the

Saviour that we believe in and Preach , and no other , to

wit a Chrift to be known within , manifefted in our flefh to

deſtroy the works of che Devil , fo faving us from the wrath

to come, forhewas not at all fent to juftifie or fave his Peo-

ple in theirfins but from their fins , fo is judgement laid to

the line and equity to the plummet ; look how far judgement

hath paffed-upon the tranfgreffour in any one , fofar is mer

cy witneffed by the tranfgreffour and no farther , and ic is

equity that it fhould be fo , yet is it most free grace , in that

the Lord God Almighty freely faves in this righteous way, by

his own Almighty Arm,but fo as that the creature may re

member and take notice , that if the righteous fcarcely befaved,

where fhall the wicked and ungodly appear ? neither would this

(Doctrine oh ye Baptifts) feem a hard faying unto you, if ye

were not double-minded , loving the Lords Salvation and

your fins alfo , to wit , pride , covetoufnefs deceit , felf

feeking , refpecting of Perfons , having mens Perfons in ad

miration for advantage fake , and fuch like ; forif your eye

were fingle to the Lord alone , ye would defire no peace at

his hands,but in the way of all righteouſneſs fulfilled in your

felves , yea even to the filencing every idle and needlefs

word,and the removingof everyvain & Aiery thought in you,

as knowing that holiness becomes his houfe for ever; but

while ye cannot bear thefe true and faithful fayings , know

ye that ye are alinated in your minds by wicked works

which ye are in love with , what ever ye shall profeffe to the

contrary , andfo are alfo out of the faith which gives victory

over theworld,and all fin.. And.
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And as for your being baptized with water, which is but an

outward fign ( at the moft) ofyour being dead and buried and

rifen with Chrift,knowye that the thing fignified muſt be wit

neffed before the fign can be truely applyed , which cannot.

be till yecometo the true faith , and foout of the pollutions

ofthe world, for otherwife ye fet a feal to a blank, as well

as thoſe whoſprinkle infants ; neither is Baptifm with water

Chrifts proper Baptifm , but was begun by John who came'

but toprepare theway ofthe Lord Chrift, who was to baptize

with the Holy Spirit and fire , whowas to increafe in this his

proper work, and John to decreaſe in his work; Now Igrant

that Johns Baptifm was not fuddenly left off, but decreaſed by

degrees as the Saints came to eye and witnefs perfection , fo

as to behold and hold forth Gods purity and righteoufnefs

without a fign; fo that it was practiced by the Apoſtles and

Saints after Chrifts departure, and that fometimesby way of

command, there being (for the prefent) a good ufe thereof,

yet Paul exprefly declareth(who wasa Minifter to the Gentiles)

that he was not fent tobaptize but to Preach glad tidings,nei

ther was that Commiffion of Chrift to the Apostles inMat. 28.

aCommiffion to baptize with water, as I fhall evidently de

monftrate ; forthus arethewords truely to be read out ofthe

Greek Therefore ys going forth or forward Difciple all

Nations , dipping or baptizing them into the Name of the Father, Son

and Holy Spirit , teaching them to keep all things whatsoever

I have commanded you , and behold I am with you all the

dayes , even to the finishing of the age ; Hear we fee , they

were toproceed in their work(havingfirft waited forpower to

doit ) which wasto enterpeople intothe School ofChrift and

then to baptize them into the Name of the God-head ; Now

the Name of the Lord is his ftrength and power , whereby he

is known wonderful in the hearts of his people , fo, is the

Name of the Lord a trong Tower ; Now into this name no

thing could bring them , but the fame power from on high

which the Apoftles and Saints (that had firft waited for the

fame in then felves received, which power was the Baptifm

of the Spirit, whofe effect was like unto fire , filling them

with a holyjealoufie , and burning up the droffe , and bring

ing them into unitie with the Father and the Son in the

*

Y

Spirits
B.3



( 14)

>

ad

Spirit, fo filling their hearts with joy andgladness, andput

ting words into their mouths, and utterance to declarethe

wondrous Works ofGod feveral wayes , according toits vari

ous workings in them , and ſometimes even fhaking theearth

ly Tabernacle , makingthem to appear unto the blinde world

like drunken men , this Baptifm which was truely Chriſts !

own,was(and is ) altogetherneceffary in theChurch ofChrift,

without which the work of theLord in his day could not, nor

cannot goon , and therefore was it an Effential part oftheir

Commiffion , which they moft carefully and faithfully re

garded; fothatwhen Perfons believed (being alfo I deny not

then baptized with water)they prayed and laid their hands on

them , which was an outward fign of the bleffing , andthey

received the holy Spirit ; now if any one thall fay how could

the Apoftles , who were but men, baptize with the Spirit ? I

anfwer, no otherwife then they could at firft beget faith and

repentance inthoſe fo baptized ; it was the Lords work but th

they minifterially did it , that is, they having felt the power

in themſelves , the raiſed life in them Miniftred to the lifet

that laylow in others , and ſo brought it up ; therefore that

the Lordmight fhew he was not tied up to time or mannerino

the beſtowing of his gift , while Peter fpake thoſe words to

Cornelius and the reft, the holy Spirit fell on them that heard m

the word, fo that this was the Baptifm here meant byChrifti

which was fo Effential to the converfion of the world , and ma

building up of the Saints , in fo much that Paul joyns it with

faith as a neceffary companion,faying
there isOneLord,one

Faith , and one Baptifmie ; for by one Spirit are the Saints

baptizedinto one body, Chrift the baptizer being the head;

who moreovertold the Apoftles that he would be with them

all the dayes ( that is of their Miniſtry) evento the finishing of

the age ; mark , there was anage or certain space of time

wherein the truth of the Gofpel fhould grow , and the Bap

tifm of the Spirit or the comforters prefence be witneffed

through Chrifts Power accompanying theirMiniftry ; and then

fhould the Mystery of iniquity in falfe Apostles get fuch a

head , byftealing and bringing in falfe Doctrines,Traditions

and inventions , that it fhould (God lo permitting it over- and

top the life, and fothe true Miniftry fhould ceafe , and his Com

living prefence not be felt and enjoyed as before ; which

3
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moft certainly came to paffe , aswe fee (whole eyes the Lord

hath opened in the many hundred years Apoftacy and reign

of Antichrift; nowif Chrift meant that He would be alway

with them to the end of the world as its falfely rendred in

English Bibles , how could his words be true, fince we fee

by experience that the Glory of God which fhined in his

Temple in the Apostles dayes , departed over the threshold,

the Church went into the wilderness , the Seed ofGodwas

captivated by the Whore of Babylon , and the man-Child

(Chrift , in his ftrength) taken up to God and his Throne ;

wherefore inthe fecond reftauration of the fpiritual Temple

and re-edifying of the holy City new Jerufalem, people muft

first come tothe true faith , by believing in Chrift (the true

light) and witnefs repentance from all falfe worthips and

and dead works of the world, as thoſe that are wearie of

Babylons captivity, and that fet their faces towards Sion in

truth ; andfo must wait with the Lords people in filence and

humility for the Fathers promife, which is the Comforter,

even the Spirit of truth, which in his due time baptizeth fuch

with fire , and fo by degrees leads them into all truth, and

out of all fins and errour , and fo the Church cometh out of

the wilderness , leaning upon her beloved , that is , ftaying

her mind upon the light within , and being content with her

portion, be it much or little, be it judgement or mercy, be

it in a day of blackneſs or gloominefs , or in a day wherein it

is neither dark nor light , or in the evening time , wherein it

fhall be light, as faith the Prophec, or in the fun-fhine of the

dayit felf; fonot defpifing the day of fmall things, or over

liftedup with great things, neither muft they all this while,fet

upon or practice any outward thing in theworship of God,in

theirownwils, or by imitation ofothers, or meerlyfrom apre

cept without,but onely as Chrift the light shall lay, that pre

cept upon them; for if they do, they are will-worshippers,

andfo Idolaters ; for as the Son of God was once perfonally

prefent in a body of flesh , commanding the Apostles to teach

the People ( at the first railing of the Gofpel Church) to ob

ず

$
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ferveall things whatfover he had before commanded them,I and faidunto them , while fo prefent with them , which the

Comforter afterwards brought to their remembrance ; fo in
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the reftoring thereof the fecond time, noneareto obferve any

thing, or teach any thing to be obſerved , but what Chrift

(manifefted in their bodies of flesh) doth command them, for

faith he , I goaway (to wit as to his Perfonal body) and the

worldshall fee me no more , but ye shall fee me , that is, intheir

own bodies manifefted. Now by this (oh all ye Baptifts may

ye try your felves ) and prefent practice of water Baptifm,

and all other Adminiftrations and performances. in your

Congregations ; have ye witneffed this true faith, or are

ye yet difputing against it? have ye repented of all dead

works, or are ye ftill wallowing in the pollutions of the

world? have ye waited or doye wait in filence for the Fathers

Promife, or do ye fet your felves on workin aformal Preach

ing , and dead praying , and hanging on the lips of fuch

Preachers and Pray-ers? Do ye (or others ) keep an out

ward Sabbath (whether on the feventh or firft day) from

mens Precepts or a Mofaical Rule , or from a Conimand of

life within? Do ye Baptize and are Baptized , and break

Bread from a particular Command in yourfelves , orbecauſe

the Saints formerly fo practifed ? Doye exercife the power

of the Keyes from the true fpiritual difcerning judgement

andpower, orbecauſe the Churches before the Apoftacy did th

fobind and loofe? Yemuſt knowthat there bath been a wide a

ftep between the Apoftlesand our dayes, and that the gather

ing of the Church at firft out of Egypt , and the bringing it

ouc of Babylon , are two feveral things , andare not brought

topaſs after one and the ſelf-fame manner, astothe outward

adminiſtration of things; Alfo confider that Johns Revela

tion was a Prophefie of what things came and must cometo

pafs after the Apoftles , and not a Relation of what was

done intheirdayes ; fo that in the coming out of myftical

Babylon , the Lambs followers wait on him for the opening of

that myftical Book, as that which concerns their prefent con

dition. Now when the Angel came down from Hea

ven , and lightned the earth with his Glory , whereby

the everlastingGoſpel came to be Preached, faying, Fear God

andgive Gory to him, for the hour of his Judgement is come; and

comeout ofBabylon mypeople, and partake not of her fins left ye re

ceive of herplagues : Then as people came out of her by the
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guidance of the light, the Templeof God, or his holy Habi

tation in the Spirit was opened in Heaven ; they had a fight

inthemſelves into whatftate they fhould be brought, even to

haveahabitation in God, and hein them ; but then was this

Temple filled with ſmoak from the Glory of God and from

5 his power, that none was able to enter thereintotill the feven

Plagues of the feven Angels were fulfilled ; none could fully

beholdand enjoy the Glory of the Lord till all his Plagues

and Judgements were executed upon the Tranfgreffor and

tranfgreffion within ; which being finiſhed, an enterance was

miniftredinto the New Jerufalem that came down from God,

T whofe light was clear as Chryftal, and wherein John law no.

Temple, that is, he faw no outwardConftitution of a Church

vifible, by thofetwo ligns of Water-baptifm , and Laying on of

Hands, which were called the first Beginnings, or Principles in

the Hebrews, or breaking of Corporal Bread but the LordGod

Almighty & the Lambwere theTempleofit 3 that is,whofoe

verhath a dwellingplace in God whois perfectly pure & holy,

is (in this day) tobe accounted a Memberof this holyCity,

which alſohad noneed of the Sun to fhine byday, nor the

Moon by night, northe light of a Candle, all created helps

and ſhadows were ufeleffe there, for the Lord God alone and

the Lamb arethe light thereof ; fothat by this Scripture alone

are all
you Baptiftsfor ever filenced for pleading for a neceffity

of Baptifm, or laying on ofHands, or breaking ofBread, or Mens

Teachings, or Scripture-light,without the true light opening them;

becauſe after the coming out of Babylon there is tobe

vifible Temple, fo as to lay lohere, or loe there, which is by a

fhadow or fign ; nor no need of any fuch thing to diſtinguiſh

the Saints from the World, or lead them up to God,for they

fhall fee his faceeven by his immediate light, and his Name

fhall be in their Foreheads, even by his pure Image of Inno

cency and Righteoufneffe which fhall moft plainly appearto

the view of the World ; and fo by theſe two things thall the

Gloryof the fecond Templebe greaterthan theGlory of the

former.
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And if any of you fhall fay, This ſtate and time is not yet

come, and therefore the figns & vifible Adminiſtrations must bepractis

fed.
V. Jac 1: 2010
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I Answers Thole that can truly fay they do believe in

Christ the Light, and have forſaken fin as aforefaid, and are

purely moved to beDipped in Water, &c. to help theirweak

nefs, or in obedience totheinward Command, let them do

it and profper ; but let them not fit down there alwaies, or

ftrive tobringback others thereto that fee no need thereof,

yea rather thatit would be buta hurt and cloud unto them

for although many of the Saints ( the Lambs followers ) yea

perhaps molt do not yet witneffe a full entrance into the a

forefaid Condition, yet in all of then the Temple of Godis

opened by the light of the Lamb, and theVials are pouring

ourdailyto destroy fin in them that vails the perfect fight of

God, andfo now their work is to look stedfaftly forward till

all impediments that hinder their perfect and continual

Peace beremoved, andnot totakeup their time bythe way,

about the Exercife of thofe things which muftnot ( fhortly

appear, or be ofany afe Thus areyourskirts alſo diſcover

ed, andyour Houle left untoyou defolate; for ye have not

been faithful to that pure Principle of God which ( at firſt)

firred infomeof you, and might then moveyou to be Bap

tized with Water, but are fet down in a fleshly reft, notwaite

ing for the fpiritual Baptifm that ſhould have madeyou dead

totheWorld, and Crucifiedyou with Chrift, and alſo have

Exercifed you by its pure Gift in all your worshippings and

goingsforth; fo that yehereby not growing up in that which

islivingandeternal, are grown more earthly, fenfual, dead,

carnal and formal than divers yearsago when I walked among

you ; yea even as dead anddry as the Priests themfelves,prea

ching in fuch a method as they, fetting up yourDesks, and

Pulpits, and Clocks, and Hour-glaffes to fee how the time

goes away, your Members fitting ( fome ofthem)intheir

Pride, and all of them gazing upon an Image in a Desk or

Pulpits yea, and fome of you fo degenerate from yourfirst

Principles, that ye (as do the Independants lo called mingle

your felves with the Nation about fending out a Miniftry;

yea, andfome of your Chief Leaders havelately not blufhed

openly to declare, That you bold it your Duty tostandby, and

preferve to much as in you lies ) thepublick Ministry of the Nation,

whom ye judge ought to have their Liberty : So it feenis ye

are
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are readyto defend them in offending and afflicting thofe

whoin the tenderness of their Confciences, and holy Zeal

forthe dreadful & pureName oftheir God, cannot maintain

or feed, but openly oppofe the falfe Prophets, the Minifters of

Antichrift, the Emiffaries of Satan, and deceivers of thou

fands of Souls, of which fort thefe publick National Mini

fters are, as denying Chrift JefustheSon of God tobe both a

King, a Prieft, and a Prophet ; which thing you Baptistsfome

yearsago did earneftly affirm and declare ; For take away

the Law of manfrom maintaining them to ufurpupon, Con

ftrain orPunith others,and they are no more than other men:

But tisnowonderthat ye fo declare your felves,who are fofar

degeneratedandleavened withthe Principles and Interests of

thefe Pharifees who fay and do not , that ye fhew the greatest

Oppofition tothe Saintsholyand zealous Practifes,as irrigular

ofout ofRule; But yehave not declared what thofe Practifes

particularly are,nor what rule they areout of,whether that of

the Old man, or of the New.Lord,what a Church orSpoufe of

Chrift are theſe pretended Believers Baptized become , who

have notawordtoplead for him (whom theyown to be their

Husband against the Beast, but would fubmit in filence to

any humane Government ; noragainst thefalfe Prophet, but

have ahand to preferve him , accounting thofe that do (in this

day of the Lord) oppoſe themboth, to be irregular, as though

they thereby would caft the whole bulkof perfecution, and

rage, andmalice of the multitude upon the Lambs followers,

whoarecalled, andchofen, and faithful in their measures of

life , andas being themfelves afraid what mancould and can

do unto them: Neither would your Independant Brethren

have us to be Countenanced or Intruſted by the Nation, when

as noneknowaright howto Govern others, but thoſe that are

themſelves governed by the Lord Jefus, who are anointed to

Govern as well as to Preach, for the fpirit of true Govern

ment is a pure and majestical Gift of God, not confiſtingin

whorish andpompous ftate, but in the beauty and Glory of

fimple Truth and naked Justice, which layes the Rod upon

the back of the Tranfgreffor, and ſmileth upon the wel-doer

impartially. And ( Nation ) becaufe thou confidereſt not

this, therefore are not thy breaches healed, but rather in

2
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creafed untothis day. Ohbe ye afhamed to call yourfelves in

the Churches ofChrift, when ye are ſo far out of the Life and

Practife of the Apoftles and Prophets, upon whofe foundati

on the formerChurches were builded , Jefus Chrift himself

the true Light being the Head Corner- ftone; For Confider

whence the word Church is derived, evenfrom a wordthat fight

nifies to Callout ; fo that the true Church ofChrift is a people

called out of the Wayes, Wickedneffes, Formalities, Cu

ftoms and Fafhions of the World, intothe pureobedience to,

andworſhipping ofGod in the Spirit by his own living Word

which is nigh in the heart and mouth, to whichWord ye

fhould do very well to take heed, as toa light fhining ina dark

place, which is your dark hearts, that it may lead you out of

all thewayes of fin, death and deceit into the paths of all

Righteoufneffe, even into fuch a pure way, wherein noRa

venous Beaft that fights against thewitnefs of God andhis li

ving truth can ever comefaith the Lord Almighty , and that

becauſe of his flaming Sword which turneth every way, to

keep the way of the Tree ofLife from all fuch.
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But you will object andfay, The Light which thou fo much

peakest of and callest Christ within , as the Enlightner of everyman

that comes intothe World, is more but a Natural instinct or endow

ment, or Light of Nature , whereby man is ableto reflect upon
bim

felfwhen be bathdone good or evil, yea and fometimes refrain from.

the evil, and do the good as wellas commit the evil, whereby bis confci

ence accufethorexcufeth him for Paulfaith in his Epistle totheRomans,

whentheGentiles whichhave nottheLaw,doby Nature the thingscon

tained in theLaw,they having not a Law areaLaw unto themselves ;

and again theuncircumcifion which is byNature keeping the Lawſhall

judge thee who through the Letter and Circumcifion art a tranfgreffor of

the law ads 02 elio fp 00 01 wududgins 31 6,

This one thing mayfor ever ftop the mouthsofall fuch Ob

jectors, ifthey wouldbut confider that (as in the truth it is)

Paul is not here fpeaking of any thing , but that which jufti

fiesin the fight ofGod ; for it was not his work to declare to

people (being an Apoftle of Jefus Chrift) any Faith, Peace,

Reconciliation orObedience , but what tendedto the juftifi

cation oflife ; therefore hefaith before, thathe was not ashamed

of the Gofpel of Chrift, for it is the Power of God unto Salvation to e

veryone (Jew and Greek) thatbelieveth; and therefore he faith"
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in thethirteenthverfe of the fecond Chapter , that the Hear

ersof the Law are not just before God, but thedoers of theLaw shallbe

justified's, for whenthe Gentiles which have not theLaw , do

by nature the things containedin the Law, thefehaving not

an outwardwritten Laware a Law to themfelves whereby

theyby theFingerofGod which wrote the effe &t of it in their

hearts , which is the light of Chrift that enlightneth every

man, are juftified in the fight of thelivingGod, or condenin

ed in his fight bythe fame Finger orLight, fo that their con

Iciences either excufed them unto thejuftification andfalvati

on oftheir fouls, oraccufed them unto the damnation there

of; foit is moft plain, that that Principle whereby they by

Nature or Naturally did the will of the Lord , was no other

then the light and life of Chrift, without whom I believe none

of you dare deny any one can bejuſtified.

Mun 401070
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mate creatures in their kind; moveth or reftech

But moreover becauſe of your hardheffe of belief, Con

fider what ye fay , when ye fpeak of Nature or doing by

Nature; the word Nature comes from a word that fignifies to

beBorn ; fo that whatever a man doth by Nature, he doth

by thatwhich wasborn with him or brought forth with hint

intothe World, as beafts alfodo in theirkind, yea and inani

fo moving and reft are general

worksofNature , becaufe every Creature

from a Principle which it had from its birth, but here men are

apt to commit idolatry in not minding and feeingwhencethis

birth or nature, and the works thereof proceeds and do fub

fift, forin the Eternal Power and God-headwhowasin him

Lelf nioft glorious , before any thing was born or brought

forth, or before naturewas , doth all things, and naturewith

all its works,fubfift &have their being;fo that they are nothing

but what he is in them,yet every thingin its degree, meafure

and order, andfo manisin the highest degree of acting,from

that abilitiewhich the Creator, who is the Soul of the World

andLife of allthings placed in him ; Nowthis being rightly

confidered , all that which men in a fleighting manner are

wont to call inftincts of Nature , or natural light orendow

ment, is the very effect of the Life ofGod himself, ftirring and

moving that way; fo thenmankind having an abilityin him

from his birth to reflect upon himself (as to Godward)when

he hath done good or evil(which the beaſt is not capable of)

G3
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ſoas to be accufed ortormented, or excufedand comforted,

this ability (call it what yewill) isfrom the life ofall things,

and the Eternal Word of his Powerwhich is the light and life

of men which cannotbe feparated frommansunderſtand

ing, whereby the spirit ofaman becomes the Candle of the

Lord; andfothe effect of theLawis written in mans heart by

theFingerofGod,by Natute,orfrom his birth, for thatword

implyethnomore) and inthis did the Gentiles differ from

theJews, inthat theſe had a law allo outwardly declared

(whichwas added becauſe of the height of tranfgreffion againft

the Law in the heart , till the Seed or life that thereplaced it

ſhould ariſe tofulfil it ) and the otheronely the Principle by

Nature or theforced ability from their birth without any out

wardengravement or writing, whereupon theJews Doal

over the Gentiles, becaufe tothem wereoutwardly commit

ted theOracles and Ordinances, &c. Paul to stop

herefo

their mouths, (forthe feed was nowraiſed) faith,, for when the

Gentiles whichhave not a law, doby Nature, or the Principlepla

ced by God in them from theirbirth , thethings contained in the

Law, theſe having not a Lawoutwardly written , arealaw to

themselves, that is, have thePure Principle ofGodin themfelves

from theirbirth, fhewing them what to do,andwhat to abſtain

from, andfo, if theuncircumcifion which is by Nature keep

the Law, that is, if they which are not from their birth cir

cumcifed outwardly,as not being the Seed of Abraham accord

ing tothe flesh, dokeep the Lawby the famepurePrinciple of

God, they fhall judge the Jews outward, whohaving fucha

a Law and Circumcifion do yet tranfgreffe the Righteous

principle of God , which theweththem that inwardly which

the law outwardly declareth of, and which Circumcifion out

ward holdethforth ; foyemay if ye are not wilful , fee your

mistake in feparating Nature from the Godof Nature, and

that that which naturally fheweth man what is good andwhat

is evil is the pure principle ofGod, or the word by which all

things were made, which is Chrift the light ; for faith the A

postle, whatsoever maybeknown of God is made manifest in them, to

wir,by natureor from their birth, forGodhath fhewen it un

to them which he hathnot thewenunto a beaft, becaufe of the

lower Region, he was creared in ; fothat men are not in this

(toche
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Fence(by natura) Children of Wrath, but Children ofthe

Day, to wit,as man was at firſt brought forth into that which

fhewedhim what was good and whatwas evil, for ſo he was in

theImageofGod, bupas going from the goodand chufing

thecvil, foactinginſelfin diftinction from the poweror pure

Principle ofGod, which inclination is ince become natural,

or is in him from his birth , andfoby nature is a Child of

Wrath, astheinclination toevil acts itfelfforth ; and where

as Jude speaketh offome, whoin whatſoever things they know

naturally asliving Creatures void ofreafon (forfo itis inthe

Greek) in thoſethings they corrupt themſelves, thatis motin

thofe thingswhichthey know onely from the Eternal light

manifefted in them , whichis Godsfaithful Wicneffe , which

none butaCreature that hath reafon is capable of but in

things pertainingtothe five Senfes ofSeeing,Feeling, Tafter

ing, Smelling andHearing; for theSensitiveBeat knows by

the inftinct ofNature orfrom his birth(which is alfo thePrin

ciple ofhisCreator in him, inhiskind) that he is to eat and

drink to fatisfie himself,as feeling when he hath enough meat

and drink to giveoff and chewthe cud,or lie down to fleep,

&c. whereas thefenen (asmany donow) feafted and fed

without fearinordinately, or drunk inordinately andfo cor

rupted themſelves in fuch things whereinthe Beaft was more

moderate; and this is the Natural man that perceiveth not

the things of the Spirit of God, the light beingobſtructedby

fenfeand fenfuality inhim, and in this fenfel, whatſoever

man dothby nature, or in his qwndenfualwill, diftinct from

the feeling oftheLife andPowerof God, all that he doth is

rejected andaccurfed,though the works may be good in them

felves and thewenby the Eternal Lights yet he that is charis

table to the poor, which the light fheweth to be good, if

he givehis Alms from a wrong ground or toa wrong end,

thoughhe cannot witheffe acceptation in his Work with the

Lord, yet he halljudge another who is Rich, andyetſocove-

tous thathefhuttethuphisbowels from the Poor and Needy

and fo might the Gentiles alfo condemnthe Jews, though.

themſelves fenfually performing fome good actions were not

accepted, becanfe notreconciled to the light in themſelves,

which fhewed the action to begood. But notwithstanding,

"
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thisis a real andinfalibleTruth, that it is no otherthan the

pure Principle of God, orhis Wordin the heart which is the

truelight, that fheweth man by natureor from his birth, what

what is good and evil ; which Principle it ſelfwas never born

or hada beginning, anyother wife thanwas in manifeftation

in man, whofe Soul cameout fromthe breath ofthe Almighty

(who is out oftime ) in time and old mot old &C

But fomemay fay, whatgreat burt or inconvenience can come unto

us, thoughwe do not own or believe that whichis nigh every man to

Shew him finand evil and which convinceth in his Conscience tobe

Christ the true Light, fince we believe Chrift to be the true lightin

himself, and tobe the Judge, Saviour, Teacher and Comforter of bis

People, according to the Scriptures.
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I Anfwer, as Paulin another cafe , much every way; for

firſt , thou shalt never come aright to know what is good and

whatis evily what is fin andwhat is righteouſneſs , but wilt

be ready to call good evil, and evil good, and wilt be ftill in

an uncertainty concerning what the good and perfect will of

God is, andhowthen fhouldeft thou do it ? for thy mind be

ing abroad, thou art in the wandring ftate, and although

thou fearcheft the Scriptures never fo narrowly and diligent

ly, yet therein will appear thwartings, andcontradictions,

& fcruples;not through default ofthe fcriptures,but by reaſon

that thou art not ftaid in that which fhould reconcile them :

Hence have aroſe (formanyyears paft ) thoſe which they call

Cafuites, who have under-took to Anſwer Cafes of Confci

ence for people from theScriptures; when as thofe very Re

folvers beingthemſelves from that which ſhould Refolve all

doubts and difficulties, have ( like unskilful Phyfitians ) left

tenderConfciences half quieted, yea, and oftentimes made

the fcruple and trouble greater than before and fo the lea

ders of the peoplehave ( this way ) cauſed them to err. Nei

therwiltthoufo fee the odioufneffe of fin as it is in it felf,

andas thououghteft to fee it ; for that which fearcheth and

pricketh to the heart, makes men cryout, What shall they do?

theyfeeing fin ftaring theminthe face with a difmal Counte

nance, and how it hath feparatedthem from God the foun

tain of allgood, they areeven at their wits end, andfo their

ftony and stubborn heart comes to be broken, and they are
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willing to deny theirwills , lufts and pleaſures for the enjoy

ment of his favour whom they have tranfgreffed against ; but

men may and dohear the plagues andjudgements of God de

clared againſt fin and finners inthe Scriptures a long time, as

God fhall wound the hairie fcalp of him that goes on in his

wickedness , the wicked fhall be turned into hell , and all

that forget God, how that their worm fhall never die nor fire

neverbe quenched , that they fhall have their part in the lake

which burnswith fireand brimftone whichis the ſecond death,

and fuch like , and yet they neverbe moved at it, but either

are apt not to believe it , or to put the day ofevil far from

them ; forall outward Declarations or threatnings without?

that which rips man open , and fet him naked and bare be

fore the Lord , are but as fhot that flies over the head , Ent

never toucheth the body , and fo do no execution upon the

tranfgreffour. So neither can man, ifat any time he be woun

eded for fin , be truely healed and comforted , becauſe that

whichfmites muftheal , and that onely: Nowif any one fee

his fickness as Ephraim did , and go not to the true Phyfitian,

but go to Egypt , how fhould he have a true and thorow

cure? Now at fuch a time , one may fetch and gather in all

the promiſes in the Scriptures and endeavour to apply them

or have them applied to himſelf, and ſtrive to believe that

they do belong to him , and yet be never a jot the nearer to

Peace with the living God ; and how many have deceived

themfelvest his way , and like children quieted themſelves a

while , but afterwards confcience and they have more fallen

at odds then before ; for the foul being inviſible and immor-

tal , an outward Declaration or promife cannot fatisfie it, be

caufe that is received in by the fences of feeing or hearing,the

foundand fight whereof vanifheth ; but the voice of the Lord

inthe invifible and immortal and Eternal light and love,

makes up all breaches in the foul be they neverfo wide , ap

plying unto the wounded confcience the blood of fprinkling,

and washing and cleanfing , and fo fpeaks in Truth and reali

ty better things then that of Abel. Neither afterthe work of

regeneration begun and in meaſurewitneffed,can any one that

believes not in norftayeth his mind' on the inviſible immor

tal light within him, be preferved againſt the ſnares and fub
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tilties that do attend him , and the manyTemptations, and

fundry tryals , that do befall him , whereby he ſhould en

dure to the end and be faved , for the Light is his Armour,

the Word nigh in his heart and mouth is his fword , which

are to bewith him continually ; the light is the leaven of the

Kingdom , that works into andpreferves in the favoury Life,

it is the immortal hand that keeps the Soul faft to it ſelfthat

it maketh not thip-wrack of Faith and a good Confcience :

and though there may be never fo many opinions in the

World taken up and contended for , with or about the Scri

ptures , or never fo many Atheistical opinions contradicting

the Scriptures , yet the immortal Eternal light refiding and

and fhining in the heart , being believed and waited in , be

comes the Anchor of the Soul fure and ſtedfaſt , reconciles

the Scriptures, andmakesthe Soul to triumph over all Rant

ing and Atheistical fpirits , to rejoyce in the hope of the glory

ofGod , and to ftrive against every thing that may Eclips its

Sofhut not your eye oh ye Profeffors, neither cavil against the

Univerfal , faving, neceffary light of the Lamb , for though

Chrift Jefus be light and Life in himſelf, yet that can avail

you nothing unless he be fo in you ; till which time , all the

light andknowledge that is in youfrom without, is darknefs,

and then,how great is it ?

·

f
And now (Oh ye Fift Monarchy-men , as ye are called )

muft yoube fearched and tryed by the Ballance of the San

&tuary, tofee whether your fword of fteel be the right wea

pon which the man of God muft ufe to prepare and make

way forChrifts Kingdomin the world ; that yeare very great

oppoſers of the true light within I know, and muft needsbe,

while ye are in this Principle ; that there were four eminent

worldly Monarchies or Kingdoms to wit) the Affyrian, Perfian,

Macedonian , and Romane, I grant, who had their time to rife

and fall , fo that the Tyrany of the laft of thefe , which is

the worst of thefe, is drawing nigh'to its period ; and that in

the dayes ofthefe Kings , the God of Heaven hath and will

fet up aKingdom that thall never be deftroyed , as faith the

ProphetDaniel , I knowandfee; but that this Kingdom fhall

be Ufhered in, by fuch groffe outward obfervation , and

Busfle, as yeimagine, or that it fhall beadminiftred whenfee

up,
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up , inſuch a wayand manner as ye think , Tutterly deny

for ifye will come to the Scriptures , which ye feem much to

adhereto (though in a very literal fence) let us fee what they

teftifie both oftheway of fetting it up, the nature of the King

or Monarch that ruleth ,and the manner of his Government ;

when Chrift the Son ofGod, the firft bornamongmanybre

thren , was bringing into the World , before the Tyrany of

Antichriftgot up, this very Kingdom was approaching , and

therewas a meffenger fent to prepare his way , even John the

Baptift , who was a plain man, of plain raiment , and mean

fare , crying in the wilderness , prepare ye the way of the

Lord , make his pathes ftraight , which was to be doneby re

pentance from fin ; for faith he , Repentfor the Kingdom ofHea

ven is at hand; Now at that very time was the Romane Empire

or Monarchy at a great height , and Tyranized over the ſub

dued Jews,and was grofly and heatheniſhly Idolatrous,and the

blindJews thoughtChrift their King,whenhecame would have

redeemedthem out ofthat thraldom by fonie external power,

foreftoring(as they imagined)the Kingdom to Ifrael ; but alas

they were much deceived in thofe their expectations ; for his

Kingdomwas ofanother nature,ſo that John his fore-runner,

7came onely Preaching Repentance , and bearing witnefs to

him as the true light (that lightneth every man) to be be

lieved in , which fhould lead thereunto, neither did Chrift

himself while on the Earth , or any Difciples in that
ofbi

time, ufe any other means , or Preach any other Doctrine

in order tothis Kingdom , which before fome of them fhould

taste of death , he teftified they fhould fee it come in power ;

neither hath Chrift two Kingdoms , the one fpiritual , and

the other Perfonal , as ye diftinguith , for in his Perfonal ap

pearance he suffered and was defpifed , but in hisfpiritual ap

pearance he rejoyceth and triumpheth World without end.

Nor was the Reign of Antichrift the ruine and deftruction of

that his Kingdom which was fet up in the Apoftles dayés (for.

heftill made good his Titlein the hearts of fome , one wayor

other , in the darkeft times , as he that had right to Reign)

but onely was withdrawn a while that he might the fecond

time come upon the necks of his enemies with the greater

force,but it muft ftill be inthe fame fpiritual way,for theKing
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dom is but onenow as before ; wherefore dothhenow prépare

his way as in times paft, by calling upon all men to repent&

forfake the evil of their ways, by believing in his light within

them , which difcovers icunto them , that they may feel his

living power;, andfofaith John in his Revelation , That the

Lamb makes Warwith the Beast by the sword which proceedeth out

of his mouth , and with the breath of his lips must beflay the wicked,

fo that all ye who treasure up carnal weapons , which ye fay,

are to be referved againsta day of flaughter, when ye thall by

the Lord (as ye fuppofe ) be bid to ſtrike,are no fit inftruments

inGods hand , or in his work, yea ye have no part nor lot in.

this matter , but arecarryed on with a Jebu's zeal, breathing

out threatnings , which (ifye ftop not your furious courfe

will end in your deftruction ; for he that fmites with thefword

hall perishby it. Confider alfo what a King or Monarch this

is (whois to Reign in righteoufnels over all ) that ye feem to

be fo zealous for ; I give my Teftimony with Paul (as I have

felt himin mymeaſure) thus concerning him; I charge the

faith he to Timothy, in the fight of God who quickeneth all

things , and before Chrift Jefus , who before Pontius Pilate wit

neffed a good confeffion , that thou keep this Commandment (which

mas tofightthe good fight of Faith and follow after righteousness,

godliness, patience, meekness, love, &c.) without fpot unre

bukeable, till the appearing ofour Lord Jefus Chrift ; which in

his times he fhall fhew,who is the bleffed and onely Potentate,

the King of Kings and Lordof Lords ; who onely hath im

mortalitie , dwelling in the light which no man can ap

proach unto (to wit in his own wifdom ) or with his bodily

eye, whom noman hach feen , nor can fee (to wit with

thofe ) to whom be honour and Power everlafting, Amen. Oh

that ye fword-men had your eyes opened to behold this King

as he is here witneffed , how would you then be ashamed,

and amazed at your own follyin gazing upwards , as expect

ing to fee him in a bodilyfhape and with a corporal eye, to

Reign on Earth; Here youfee Paul witneffeth he thall be thewn

in his times , and that as the onely Potentate or Monarch,and

yet he faith no man can fee him; what a contradiction may

this feem to be to your groffe underſtandings ; but it is

really ſo , Iaverre ; for his appearance in the world in his

timess
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times,muſtbe agreeable to his nature; he onelyhath immor

tality , therefore must be feen onelyby that which is immor

tal, he dwelleth in the light , and therefore must be beheld

onely in the light , and by an eye internally enlightned ;

So that now ftop your mouths for ever and ceafe

from your carnal interpretations of thofe Scriptures

whichIpeaks of Chrifts coming to reign on earth ; but turn

to within , even tohis light wherewith every one of you are

enlightned,that in that light ye may fee himwho is inviſible,

dwelling in the light , whom no man hath norcan fee norap

proach unto; for affure your felves that the world fhall fee

his bodily Shape and Perfon no more ; but the Saints do and

fhall fee him , for becauſe he liveth they fhall live alſo. And

as for the manner of thisſpiritual Kings Government, it muſt

be fpiritually , not by an outward vifible fhiningbody , quel

lingand over-awing the enemies of his Kindomg, but by his

inward and invisible Power in the hearts of his People , ma

kingthe people to fall underhim, or chaining them up ; yea,

making all his enemies within and without to go backward

and flee before him ; and although ye may look upon this as

aweak& inconfiderable thing , becauſe it feems not pompous

to yourcarnal eye,yet know that it is ofthe greatest force that

can be imagined; For is not Confcience more to a man than

a thouſand witneffes ? Which if it once condemn , God is

greater and knoweth all things , and fo the torment of the

wicked increaſeth ; Now that of Chrift in the Saints arifing

in Power, and transforming them into its own Image of

Righteoufnefs and true Holinefs , his Name is feen in their

foreheads byliving fruits , which reaching to the witness of

God in wicked men , they cannot ftand before it ; for the

wicked cannot ftandin Judgement , nor finners in the Con

gregation of the Righteous , becaufe bythe Righteous Prin

ciple of Godinthemfelves they are Judged, which worketh in

their guilty Confciences the fear and flashes of Eternal ven

geance, which fierce indignation of the Almighty, that they

may avoid , they alfo are oft times brought to lay hold of e

ternal Life, bringing forth fruits meet for Repentance ; and

fothe work of the Lord profpereth in this his King immortal,

his hand, in his Majefty riding profperoufly, becauſe ofTruth
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and Meeknefs and Righteoufnefs, and his right hand teaching

him terrible things, and brings to pafs greater things hereby

than all outward force , fear and violence were able to do.

Nowthe reaſon why ye favour not fuch things as thefe , is be

caufe ye (with many other Profeffours) are out from that

which should give youfalt in your felves to favour withal, and

fo beingburied in the Letter of the Scriptures , do interpret

themaccording to a mind that is under the miniſtration ofthe

Letter, and not of the Spirit ; So look what truths of God

aretobe fpiritually understood and difcerned , ye being our

of thelight, do literally understand , and fo are for an exter

nal or perfonal appearance of Chrift in his Kingdom , even as

a fifth visible Monarch in theworld, and for a Holy Cityout

ward , juft fo long and broad, and everyway compofed , as

that defcription of it in the Revelation feemeth outwardly to

defcribe; So ye will talk , and be even very zealous for a

C New Heaven anda New Earth wherein dwelleth Righteoul

nefs, but what fruit doth the expectation of fuch things (in

yourwayexpected) bringforth in you ? Doth it make you

diligent to be found of him in Peace,without (pot and blame

lefs , as Peter exhorted the Saints to be , who looked for fuch

things ? Or areyou in the vanitiesand folly ofthe multitude,

who are without Hope or God in the world ? How proud

rough, rugged, earthly-minded , bitter, dead, dry and unfa

do manyvourydo of you appear? Oh People , it is not a dif

courle of, orexpectation of great and outward changes or

happiness, though for ever to endure , that will bring tothe

Cross ofChrift, andflaythe enmity of your minds bywicked

works , but it is the knowing the Crofs of Chrift in your

delves, which is his living and quickning Power , feltby wait,

ing in his light , that muft bring you to take upyour own

crofs and followhim : elfe while you think to be the men

that thall Reign with Chrift and Judgethe world, ye your

felves will be Judged by Chrift in this his day , which cometh

and iscome as a fnare upon all the earth. Yourgoodinten

tions towards the executing of Juftice and Righteoufnefs in

the earth, in oppofition to Tyranny and Oppreffion, I confels

is to beowned, but yetake notthe right courfe how to bring

it forth; forit is not the thaking a Weapon , or fore threat

9
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ming orthe like, at the Beaftthat will change his nature, but

it is theLife that is the light of men which willdo it, for that

which alone fearcheth the heart , can and doth alone turn

the fame, fo that if (as the Lambs true followers ) ye knew

how to make War in Righteoufnels with the Whore , Beaft

& falfe Prophet, throughFaith & Patience ye might & fhould

do good ; but ifout ofa rash and blind zeal ye will ſteer an in

direct courfe, nowonderif you arrive not at your deûred

Harbour ; for if ye will needs give blows , ye muft expect

blows again, becauſe this exafperates the proud and wilful na

ture, whofe Element it is even tolive in the fire : alfo an out

ward force to an outward, is like to like ; but a fpiritual

Power against a carnal is altogether different , and what

fhall alway ſtand againft Gods living Power in Spirit ,

bywhom all things weremade, andin which they all fubfift ,

and by which all hearts are bridled ? Saul was a ſtout and

valiant Warriour , and higher than the reft by the head and

fhoulders , and went in and out a notable Chieftain before

the People ; but when Gods witneſs accuſed him , he was as

weak as water , yea, fell down upon his face to the ground ;

So now we keeping clofe to this , as the Head-ſtone in the

Corner , theWeapon we Warwithal, though it be managed

with much Meeknefs and Patience (as it ought to be) is far

ftronger than yours that keeps a greater clattering, for yours

hath yetwrought no deliverance in the earth, nor never will ;

but thoufands (Glory be to the Lord God of Power) can

witnefs deliverance fromthe unjuft power, and from Injustice

and unrighteoufnefs in thought, word and deed , even bythe

Armour oflight, which is Gods faithful witness withinthem,

and the Government placed upon his fhoulders, who by his

most powerful and good Spirit will in due time Govern the

Nations Righteously upon the earth , and in no other way;

Therefore I advise you to put up your Sword of Steel into his

Sheathforever, yea, to break him into aPlow-fhare ; for fo

he may be offomegood ufe among mankind ; and wreſtle not

foagainſt fleſh and blood , as to kill the Creature , which is

Gods Workmanſhip , but come to know the Weapons of the:

Saints Warfare, which are not carnal but ſpiritual, yet migh

ty through Godto the pulling down all the Strong-holds of

fin
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fin and finners both within and without ; forfaith Paul,

They have in readiness to revenge every disobedience, when your obe

dience (fpeaking to the Saints) is fulfilled ; So then , if ye

will be accounted of thenumber of the Saints that followthe

Lamb in his HolyWar, wait to feel his living Power in your

own Particulars, wch may fulfil your obedience towards hinr:

and then ſhall the fame Power (appearing in you ) be able to

revenge all disobedience in others, be they Magiftrates,Prieſts

or People ; but ifye liye in the disobedience your felves a

gainſt Gods faithful witnefs , which is his true lightwithin

you, and come not tothe Grofs of our Lord Jefus Chrift

which maketh Humble and Meek , flayeth the earthly mind

and brings out of felf and all felfish wayes into the true felf

denial, which is to Love andgive Glory onely toGod, andto

love ones Neighbour as ones felf (which to do aright (the light

waited in in truth) will diſcover) your out-cries against o

thers wickedneſs and injuftice will be but as the efpial ofa

Mote in anothers eye , when as a Beam is fill in your

own.

1

But ye will fay, That ChriftLuke 22. 36. a little before his

fuffering, bad the Difciples, That he who had not a Swordshould

fell his Garment and buy one : whichcould notbe but for fome

great and neceffary ufe , that thehaving of it fhould be pre

ferred before a neceffary Garment.?

Canye fay in truth of heart , and nothingwithinyou tell

you that ye lye, thatwhat Chrift (in this Particular) faidto

the eleven , that he in them fpake to all Saints who ſhould

come after? As he did when he exhorted them to Watch,

faying , What I fay unto you, I fay unto all , Watch ; Or was

this Sword that he bid themto buy onelyforfome ſpecial uſe

at thetime of his apprehenfion ? Which was to hold forth,

that all fuch fighting with the Swordby the Saints was now

to take its farewel in the world : Chrift was made under the

Law, which both tolerated , and oft times commanded the

Jews not onely to defend themſelves , but to offend theirene

nies ; fo an eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth ; and he was

not yet offered up which put an end to the Law : alfo ob

ferve his reafon for his fo fpeaking; for (faith he) Ifay unto

you, thatthis which is written must be accomplished in me; And he

Y.
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was reckoned amongthe tranfgreffours : for the things con

cerning me have an end ; intimating hereby that the buying

of the Sword was for the very forementioned purpoſe , and

when the things written concerning his fufferings were finifh

ed, then the outward Sword must be put upand laid afide, as

he bid Peter to do , when he had once fmitten with it , leaft

he perithed by it. Likewife mark his answer to them , when

they faid there were two Swords : faith he, It is enough ; al

though he ſeemed tofay before , that every one ſhouldfell his

Garment (that had not a Sword) to buy one : fhewingthere

by, that this thing was not of Univerſal uſe, as yewould un

derftand :therefore whenJudas had betrayed him to the multi

tude , and thoſe about him faid untohim , Lord fhall we fmite

withthefword? And one ofthem hadfmitten and cut off the

High Priefts fervants ear ; Chrift anſwered and ſaid , Sufferye

thusfar? Shewing, that now the Sword had done his Office :

And fo be touchedhis ear & healedhim ; Thus exercising his Power

of love in requiting good for evil , andeven making up the

breach that the Sword hadmade in revenge : neither wasany

fign of a Sword ſeen in the hands of any of the Apoſtles and

Saints after Chrifts departure , but they fuffered with all Pa

tience through faith in the Power ofGod, &ſo muft & do the

Lambs truefollowers in this his day of reſtoring the defolate

Places,as John teftifies in his Book of Revelation ; he that killech

with the Sword , must be killed by the Sword; here is the

Patience and Faith ofthe Saints. And as for divers Scriptures

that ſpeakof the Lordsoverturning again&again, till he come

toReign whofe Right it is, and ofpuniſhingthe ftout heart of

the Oppreffour, and of wafting utterly thofe Nations that

will not ferve the Church , and fuch like : they must be un

derſtood of the exercising of Chrifts Power in Peoples hearts,

and alſo of juftly fuffering the falfe and unrighteous powers

of the earth to fcourge and deſtroy each otherfor theirini

quity , till they come to ferve and fearthe Lord in Truth

whichbringsinto Peace and Unity, forthe Devilskingdom is

divided against it felf, but Jerufalem is a City in Unity with it

felf; but that the Saints fhall and ought to have a hand in

theſe outward defolations , as moved thereto bythe Spirit of

the Lord , I deny ; for his Kingdom in them ftands in righ

teoufness, peace and joy inthe Holy Spirit, which they are
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to hold forth visibly before all men, andnot theirhands to

& contrary to their hearts.

Nowcomewetoyou called Seekers,totry whatye feek after,

ftick at, andwhether ye feek the Lord in a right way: that it is

a preciousthing to feek the Lordand hisWay ofRighteouſneſs

in truth , all the Righteous and upright in heart do experi

mentally know; for feek andyeſhall find faith Chriſt (the

true light) to his ; and bleffed are they that keep his Tefti

monies , andfeekhim with the whole heart; and faith David

in anotherplace , Letall thofe thatfeekthee , rejoyce andbegladin

thee ;and it isProphefied by theProphetJeremy,that when the

Jews hadbeen in the captivity of Babylon, they should go and

feek the Lord their God , asking their way to Sion (from

which they had been captivated) with theirfaces thitherward,

faying , Come and let us joyn ourſelves to the Lord in a perpetual

Covenant thatſhall notbeforgotten ; Mark, when they were weary

of their captivity , they fhould go and feek , notſtand ſtill

andenquire onely, but aske with their faces thitherward, fay

ing,Come letusjoyn tothe Lord,& c.actually to fet about thework;

Therefore faiththeLord by the Prophet,inthe 8th verf.of the

and
soth Chapter, Remove out of the midst of Babylon , go

forth outofthe Land of the Chaldeans, &c. which the Prophet

Zachary alfo fecondeth , faying, Deliver thy felf ob Sion that

dwelleth with the Daughter ofBabylon ; So, here is a lively re

prefentation of the Lords bringing his fpiritual Seed out of

Spiritual captivity, afterthe long night of Apoftacy ; Babylon

or Confufion was the ftate they were to depart from, Sionor the

Mountain ofHoliness was the State they were tocome to, and

in order hereunto, they were to move and fet forward, nei

therwas there any ftation by the way where they weretofet

downor continue. This I fpeakforyour fakes whofor divers

yearshave feemed toturn your backs upon theWhore of Ba

bylon , as feeing and difliking the falle doctrines , wayes and

worſhips of Antichrift, whereby youhave been deceived and

captivated ; but (as though the Paffage to Sion or Jerufalem

was ftoppedup) ye have fit down bythe way , faying , The

Church is yet in the Wilderneſs , where the must abide , till

God makes wayforher coming forth , which is by railing up

his witneffes , who must appear with Miracles and fuch ſigns as

theApostles did to confirm their Miniftry by, till which time

thereEs

"



(35 )

#
#

३८२

Pard

ne

FES

ཀ
?

ཏ
ྟ
ཾ

there is no true Goſpel Miniftry, nor Adminiſtration of Bap

tifm, or any Ordinancesof a vifible Church. This feems in

deed to carry a face of truth with it , andhath ftumbledma

ny; butconfider firft, whether yeare not fome of thoſefalfe

prophets which Chrift faid fhould come and fay, Lo here, and

Zo there : whether ye are not thoſe that ſay , Chriſt is in the

Defart, as yet retired as to his vifible appearance in theworld,

whomto go forth after , the Saintsmust not , but muſt keep

their own Habitations in the light , to which they have been

turned ; for faith he, As the lightning rifeth inthe East andshi

neth evenunto the West, fo fhallthe coming ofthe Son ofman be ; and

Luke addeth, in his day; So then here is a plain token of the

Day of the Son of man, or the sign of the Son of man in

Heaven (towit , in the truc Church visible , at his coming)

whenhe cometh as a Univerfallight that hath enlightned eve

ry man that cometh into the world , bywhofe guidance and

direction (they believing in it) all may comeout of the falfe

wayes andworships and deceits of the Whore of Babylon , or

of the whole world, and out ofallfin intothe way ofTruth,

Purity, Peace and trueWorship , to ferve the Lord in Spirit

and Truth with one confent : and thoſe (who have believed

in this true light themselves) which makes manifeft all fin

anddeceit , andhaving waited therein , havefelt it to be the

light oflifeunto them, quickning their Soulsup toGod, and

Baptizingthem with its HolyFire, fo making his livingWord

tobeas firein theirbones,and putting words intotheir mouths

to teftifie and declare against the Beaftand falfe prophet , and

against the world that their deeds areevil , and tocall them

to Repentance, by believing in the fame light in themſelves,

whichis Chrift the true Prophet , Gods faithful witnefs, and

are true and living witneffes forhis Name, and fuch as preach

the Everlafting Gofpel or glad Tidings , although they ſpeak

in no Language but their MotherTongue, do no outward Mi

racles , as to heal the fick , cleanfe the Lepers or the like ;

nor do at all practife Baptizing with water , laying on

of hands, or breaking of bread; And thusI plainlydemon

ftrare it to any that are not wilfully blind. TheJewish ftate

of old was the true figure of the GofpelChurch after the

Son ofGod his being manifefted in the flesh, whowas the end

of all figures and fhadows : look then in what manner the

LordE 2

2

84



( 36 )

Lord brought forth and led the Jewoutward then , ſo doth

he bring forth and lead the Jew inward afterwards; Now

when the Children of Ifrael came firft out of Egypt , they

werebrought out of that houſe of bondage with a high hand

and ftretched-out arm , as to the outward : Mofeswas loath

to go, as thinking they would not believe him , thereforethe

Lord gave him a figne of turning the Rodinto a Serpent ;.

which he did alfo before hard-hearted Pharaoh, uponwhom

were ten vifible Plagues alfo fent ; the Seawas divided , the

Egyptians drowned, the Rock gufhed out water , Jericho

fell by the blowing of Rams Horns , and the like : in this

high manner came they to Canaan ; but when they for their

iniquity , were led into captivity by the King of Baby

lon at their coming out the fecond time , there was no

fuch outward fign fhewen , or any fuch vifible work.

wrought in order to their deliverance but ( as thofe

who had a right to a reftauration of that which once they

gained by fuch hardships and mighty works) this was Geds

way of proceeding towards them; heraifed up Cyrus to make

a Proclamation of liberty, andto reftore the treaſure and

veffels of theTemple , which was alively figure of Chrift the

fpiritual King , Proclaming in the hearts of his People by

the true light , which is his word, that they fhould now

leave all falfe, and wicked, and deceitful wayes of the Whore

of Babylon,and bring back the veffels of the fpiritual Temple

toferve andworship God in his holy mountain Jerufalem, that

they be no longer defiled and profaned by Idol wayes and

worſhips ; then , upon this Proclamation of Cyrus , thofe

whofe hearts were touched , and whofe fpirits were ſtirred up,

as Zerubbabel, Jofhuah and others , ftood not ftill, but fet

about the work, leading many fewes to Jerufalem , without

any more ado (as Nehemiah did alfo afterwards by the per

miffion of Artaxerxes) and when they came thither they went:

to buildtheTemple , althoughthe enemies made them ceaſe

a while by force , then the Prophets Haggai and Zechariah

prophefied but did no miracle) unto the Jews that were in

Fudab and Ferufalem,inthe Name of the Lord God ofIfrael, Ezra 5.

verf.. whereupon Zerubbabel, and Joshua aroſe up and began to

build the houfe of God, for it is faid Hag.1. the Lord ftirred

up

"
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up their fpirits fo to do , and the fpirits of all the remnant of

the People, forthey werein the unbeliefbefore (as ye are)con

cerningthe time , faying Hag. 2. ver. 2. the timeis not come,

the time that the Lords houfe fhould be built , then the

LordsWordinHaggai was this , toocethem ofthe con

trary; Is it time for you , oh ye , to dwell in your fieled

houles , and this houſe lay waft ; now therefore thus faith the

Lord , confider your wayes,&c.And afterwardswhen the fe

cond Temple was built , they were apt to have low thoughts

ofit ;who is left among you faith the fame Prophet , that

faw thishoufe in the first glory,andhow do ye fee it now ? is

it not in your eyes in compariſon of it as nothing (mark)as

nothing, yet faith he now be ftrong, oh Zerubbabel, faith the

Lord, andbe ftrong oh Joshuab the high Prieſt , and be ſtrong

all yepeople of the Land faith the Lord, and work ; for Iam

withyou faith the Lord of hofts , according to the word that

I covenanted with you , when ye came out of Egypt , Tomy

fpirit remaineth among you, fear ye not ; for thus faith the

Lord of hofts , yet once it is a little while , and I will fhake

the Heavens and the Earth and the Sea , and the dry Land ;

and I willfhake all Nations, and the defire of all Nations fhall

come , and I will fill this houfe with Glory faith the Lordof

hofts ; the filver is mine and the gold is mine faith the Lord

of hofts ; the Gloryof this latter houfe fhall be greater then

ofthe former,faith the Lord ofhofts , and I will give peace in

this place faiththe Lord ofhofts ; are not theſe plain wordsto

him that defires to underſtand, the people were diſcouraged,

becauſe their fecond Temple was not fo Stately and pompous

ontwardly as the first built by Solomon ; yet were they hid to

be ftrong or of a good courage , for theLord of hofts (ſtrong

and mighty) was with them , and the fame (pirit remained

among them , according to his Covenant with them when

they came out of Egypt, though there were not miracles and

fuch vifible fignes fhewed amongst them now , as then (for the

right of building the fecond Temple itood in the Covenant,

which was ftill the fame to the Seed of Ifrael outward , he to

be their God and they to be to him a People, whereof Cir

cumcifion in the flesh was a fign , as the Circumcifion of the

heart is a figne of the fpiritual and everlaſting Covenant to

1
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the fpiritual Seed)Laying they should notfear, forhe would

fhortly thake all , and all Nations by his powerful witneſs,

which fhould make wayfor Chrift to come and fill his fecond

houfe with his Glory (for all fpiritual riches and treasures

are His and in Him )fo that the Glory of the latter houfe

Chould be greater then of the former, to wit, in the inviſible

Glory (yet vifible by fruits of all righteoufnels) which to

bring forth , was the fum and endof all figures, fhadowes,

miracles, tongues andprophesies ; So that they should have

peace in God which paffech all Humane underſtanding and

outward reft alfo when their fufferings were fulfilled. Now

confider whether it were not justfo, in the first raifing up of

the Gospel Church in the Apostles dayes , they had the gift

oftongues , they did many miracles, &c. forit was meet and

needful at the first bringing inof the first bornintoan unbe

lievingand Heathenish world , that it should be fo, as it was

at the Jews coming out of Egypt to be a vifible Nation and

People unto God ; but at the coming out of mystical Babylon

the Spirit of Life from God entred faith John into the wit

neffes , and they flood upontheir feet , and they prophefied,

no miracle, or in what Language it was, being mentioned,

and the way that the Saints overcame was by the blood of

the Covenant ; mark , the fame Life of Chrift which is the

blood of the everlafting Covenant which the Apoſtles and

Saints formerly ftood in was in then , whereby they got

victory every way ; alfothey overcame by the Word of their

Testimony , declaring what they hadſeen and handled ofthe

Word of Life, and by fuffering for the fame, even unto

death , as the few outward adventured their lives in the go

ing onwiththeir work, againft Sanballat,Tobiah and the other

their cruel enemies ; neither is this fecond work ofGod to be

fleighted, or little esteemed for it is done by the pure powerof

the Almighty in the Spirit,as theProphet Zacharie teftified fay

ing, not by might nor by power , that is , fo visibly appea

ring in ftrange gifts , but bymy Spirit faith the Lordof hoks,

even that bywhom all things were made, andfois very great,

and ſhall bring forth the purest State of the Church that ever

was , as in the deſcription of the new Ferufalem , the Holy

City ,, doth moſtevidently appear ; wherein shallbe anew Hea

yenand new Earth,wherein dwelleth righteousness , whichPeter and

ve
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the Saints in his dayes waited for and defired to fees where

thall beno more forrow , nor crying, nor pain, nor night ;

and this is the State after the captivity , not wrought outby

2 outward fignes and wonders , butbythe Internal light lead

ing out of all thatis unclean into that wherein there is no

defilement , which is a glorious and all powerful work , fo

that the Saints feeling of it , thall, yea and do already fay,

nowis come Salvation andſtrength, and the Kingdom of our

God and the Power of his Chrift , for the accufer of our

brethren is caft down , which accufed them before our God

dayand night; and this purely fpiritual way of proceeding,

is moſtſuitable to deſtroy the mystery of iniquity , for here

by fpiritualWildom is fet in oppofition , and doth diſcover

fpiritual deceit,by, which the Nations havebeen made drunk

yet we deny not , orlimit the Power of the Holy One inthis

his day, to comeforth in what gifts he pleafeth,as fometimes

he hath doneby healing, and extraordinary faftings, amongst

us ; bnt thiswefay , it is not fo much a feal to the Ministry,

asthe Lords freeworking how he pleaſeth; and how he will

pleafe to comeforth hereafter , when the Truth fhall actual

ly prevail over other Nations that do not profeffe Chrifti

anity, we are not much careful, as knowing that whatfoever

is needful for the managingof the Lordsown Work , himſelf

will freely beſtow, whether itbe the gift of tongues, miracles

oranyother. Neither is it neceffary that the true Miniftry

fhould be the Adminiftratours of baptifm with water , laying.

on ofhands , or breaking of bread, at their rifing, fo con

fituting a Church ( called vifible)by thofe outward figns and

hadows, nayitisnot convenient that they should do fo forthe

reafons forementioned to the Baptifts ; alfo, for as much as

Antichriftunder pretence offetting up of outward falfe Ad

miniftrations,called by him Ordinances,and crying them up,

hath betrayed the pure life in Spirit ; and feeing others allo

(as the Baptifts themſelves) who have profeffed to Minifter

thofe Ordinances in a right manner and to true Subjects

thereof , haveidolized the fame , and become dead, dryand

barren therein , miniftring out of the life and Power, and in

a formality; therefore the Lord, as he hath done (in fuch

cafes) leaveth them to fuch Traytors, Idolaters and formalifts,

"

€ *

as

49



(40)

as going out ofthem, and leading hisPeople(inthishis day)

in a different manner , even in a pure path of righteouſneſs

Inthe Spirit manifefted by its own immediate fruits ; and

bringing them into that wherein they fee noTemple (befides

the LordGod and the Lamb) to dwell in , ſo that ye called

Seekers, waiting ( as ye fay ) for a right Adminiftrator, of

Baptifme, &c. do but from the defart look for the Kingdom

tocomewith an outward obſervation , when as the Kingdom

ofGod is within you , as it was in the Pharifees , if ye could

fofee it ; forthe light is thatin which God dwelleth , andby

whichhedwelleth in maneitheras a reprover and condemner,

or juſtifier and comforter, and that by which he Reigneth in

him as a Judgeor Saviour , which is Chrifthis Son givenby

him for a Covenant of light to the Gentiles , which Covenant

any one taking hold of, is broughtinto it,and fo hath a right

to come out of Babylon to Sion, yea, mustcome out thence leaft

he be found a tranfgreffouragainst it , for that which fheweth

him where he hath been and whither he is to go , will give

him ftrength , he waiting therein, to paffe on , till he come

to appearbefore Godin Sim which is the beautie ofHoliness.

But to what hath been faid , ye will object and fay , Chriſt

Mark 16. (bidding his Difciples that going forth into all the

world they fhould Preach the Gospel to every Creature , andbe

that believed and was baptized shouldbefaved, buthe that believed

not should be damned) faid , and thefe figns fhall follow them

that believe , in my Name theyshall cast outDevils, theyshallspeak

with new tongues , they shall take up Serpents , and if they drink

any deadly thing it fhall not hurt them , they shall lay bands on

the fick and theyshallbe well , or recover; So that thefe are the

notes or marks of a true Goſpel Miniftry , andtherefore none

may call himſelf an Apoſtle or Minifter of Chrift except he

can confirm his Miniftry by fome of thefes or any call them

felves the true Church , unleſs ſuch ſigns follow them, or are

found amongst them.

Tis true,thefe things mentioned were figns whereby their

Miniftry was propagated and confirmed ; for without the gift

of tongues the Gofpel could not have been ſo readily declared

throughout the Nations into which they were to go; nor

without the other figns would they fo readily have believed

that which they had never heard of before , but it doth not

there



(41)

therefore follow that every one who went forth inthe Ministry

had tongues or did caft out Devils, heal the fick, &c. Forifany

one were then moved by the Spirit of the Lord to Preachbut

in one Language, even in his Mother tongue, he was as true

ly a Minister ofChrift to thofe to whom he fpake as thoſe were

that fpake to divers Nations ; As Apollo, who we read not to

have eitherfpake with any new tongue , or ever to do amira

cle , yet having received Wifdom and Power from on high,

he was an eminent Minifter ofthe Gospel , and an inftrument

bywhomthe Corinthians believed, as Paul witneſſed ; neither

was alway a miracle wrought by those who might fometimes

workfuch a thing when People were converted , nay rather

oftner by Preaching alone , without it ; So the three thou

fand were converted by the Preaching of Peter without a

miracle doneat the time oftheir being pricked in heart , and

gladly receiving his Word ; fo while Peter another time fpake

to Cornelius and his Family, the Holy Spirit fell on them, no

miracle being wrought ; fo Paul Preached two whole years in

his own hired houfe , having firſt declared the Truth to the

Jews , fome ofwhom believed the things that were ſpoken,

and others believing not , and this without a miracle ; So

Lydia'sheartwas opened by Paul and Timotheus their fpeak

ing , without a miracle ; for ye muft knowthat althoughfuch

things were figns when the Power was pleafed fo to operate,

yet the livingWord being declared by the living Power , was

fufficient enough (without any other fign ) to prevail , and

approve thoſe fo fpeaking to be the Minifters of Chrift to

whom they fpake ; fo the Corinthians were the feal of Pauls

Apoftleship , his Gofpel coming to them in the Powerand de

monftration of the Spirit ; fo were they his Epistle that com

mended his Miniſtry,known and read of all men. Know alfo

that though God did then freely come forth in fuch away,yet

thofewho fought a fign were an Adulterous generation ; for

if a man would but believe and keep to the Word nigh in his

mouth and heart when declared in him or untohim , he need

not look out for any fuch thing. And as for thofe figns fol

lowing thofe who believed , it could not be all thofe whobe

lieved,formoft of the believers ormembers ofthe true Church

fpakeneither with tongues , or fhewed any miracles , as is

undeniably evident ,
evident , neither could thofe be Effential

F
figus

5
5
1



(42)

figns of Faith ; for nothing is the proper token of that

butworks of righteoufnefs alone , as James witneffeth , and

none ever denyed; fo then thefe figns following thoſe that

believed , were indeed further confirmations that fuch did

believe wherein they appeared , while the Effential tokens

thereofremained with them, but if they fhould be abfent (as

love which isthefulfilling ofthe Law )though anyone fhould ſpeak

with thetongue of men and Angels , and have Faith fo as

to remove mountaius,it would profit nothing , and fo be no

fign of his being a believer. Andfothe falle Prophets miracles

which John faith hewrought before the Beaftcan benofign of

his Faith or of a true Miniftry, becauſe he is anenemy of all

righteousness. But to come more home tothis point, I fay,

that as theCommiffion was given to the Apostles and Saints

toMinifter in that age, till the Apoftacie , according to the

feveral gifts and operations of the Spirit , and the work they

had then to do , which wasagreat deal in a little time, as

going far and near ; and asthis Commiffion was declared by

Chrifts perfonal mouthbefore his departure, which was ter

minatedinthem , and fulfilled in that age ; foin the ſecond

reftauration , Chrift the light gives a fecond Commition by

his Spirit, to thofe who have waited in his light , whatto

Minifterwith , andhow to Minifter , according totheir work

in this hislaſt day ; which is firft of all to unfold the skirts of

the great and myfticalWhore , who will acknowledge Chrift

andthe Scriptures in words , but oppofe and betray his pure

Life; wherefore he commandeth his witneffes now to fight

with her with thefwordof his mouth , in the Power of Wil

dom , which is better then outward ftrength , and fo they.

act and fpeak as he moveth and enableth them , keeping to

their own gift , meafure and work , as the Apostles and

Saints formerly did to theirs ; and not regarding how they

acted or fpake, fo as to be moved or troubled at it , as to

queftion their call to thework ofthe Miniftry ; forthey know

if they receive the witneſs of man , the witness of God is

greater, which witnefs is his light within them, which plain

ly theweth them and fealeth in them (thoughthe whole world

gain-fay it) that they have felt in themſelves the Baptifm of

the fpirit and fire ( whofe effects I before declared ) and fo

"
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the operation of his living Word which hath brought

thousands of others to believe in the fame light , and many

to feel alfothefame livingWord and fpiritual Baptifm ,which

hath fhaken the Earthly part within like a cottage ,

and alſo the outward body of fome, putting words in their

mouths to declare his righteoufnefs in the great Affembly,

and magnifie his Holy Name in the Congregations of his

Saints; this was that greater work that Chrift faid his Difciples

fhould do then he had done , becauſehe went to his Father,

forthe Spirit was not yet given becauſe Jefus was not yet glo

rified,this is really witneffed among us,the Spirit fealing it in

ourhearts ; fo that we witnefingthe one Lord, one Faith and

one Baptifm, we are thereby baptized into the one body, and

being many are one bread , and fo the true Churchthat is

come and coming out of Babylon , and out of the wilderneſs,

Glory be to the Lord for ever , who hath thus vifited and

Redeemedhis People ; for this living Power is the gift it felf,

tongues, miracles, prophefie, &c. are but the gifts flowing as

ftreams from this fountain;nowiftheLord do keep back fomé

ftreams , and give us more of the fountain in this his day,

we are not locfers but gainers by that , andfo the more to be

owned as the Church of Chrift.

But ye will fay, when the Church was brought out of

myftical Babylon , John declareth there was an Angel who flew

thorow the midst of heaven with an everlasting Gospel to Preach to

them that dwellon the Earth , and to all Nations,kindreds, tongues,

and People, which(fince we fee not how that could be without

the gift of tongues) fheweth us , that the true Miniftry muft

have thevery famevifible gifts now , asthe Apoftles had be

fore theyundertake to go forth.

ThatPeople were never truely called out of Babylon before

the Preaching of this everlafting Gofpel , is certainly true,

and that it is to be Preached to all forts of People upon the

Earth,is as certain ; but that this Goſpel muft not bePreach

ed tofometill the gift of tongues be given , where byit might

be declared to all , is falfe ; for the Wiſdom of God teacheth

his People in what manner and order he will proceed in the

publifhing his truth throughout the world , it muft begin first,

in Sodom and Egypt , where our Lord , ( Chrift the light and

F 2
life)
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life) hath been crucified ; I mean the Anti-chriftian State,

which under pretence of profeffing Chrift, oppofeth him ; this

Beaſtindeed is many headed , and confifts of divers Nations,

but they must not all be cut off at once, but by degrees ; we

know by experience ( what ever ye believe) that he hath

begun his workin this Iſle of the North, wherein we live, and

that there have been wayes made fomewhat to awaken other

Nations allo ; the pure Language being known,a tongue hath

not been wanting to speak tothem in ; and in this one thing

do I behold Gods great Wisdom , that he hathtaken the wife

in their own craftiness ; that whereas the Antichriftian Prieſts

have ( as the Hebrew and Greek) ſo eſpecially idolized the

Latine or Romane tongue , all over Europe, whereby its become

a general Language ; hereby a good occafion is given to

Spread the truth , throughout all thefe Nations of Chriften

dome, fo called ; alfo fo much hath been the mutu®

all commerce betwixt theſe Antichriftian People for many

years, as counting each other tobe Chriftians, that in any of

thefe Nations it may be either fpoken in their own Language,

or by an Interpreter : which laft way is not to be deſpiſed ;

for the mightyGod brings andwill bringto pafs great things

in theſe laſt times by weak beginnings, andnone is to defpife

the Day ofſmall things ; yea , the voice hath been hard in

Turkie already and if any of you fhall fay, But what had

they to do togothither,without the gift of the Tongue ? I an

fwer, you must ask him that moved themthereto,even bytur

ning in toGods witnefs which is his true light within every

one of you, and waiting there for Counſel, ye fhall know the

Lords fecrets , and feel his Power to arife , which ſhall bring

you into Unity with their Spirits , who knew their Call ,

which ye will not then difpute ; but in themean time , him

that is ignorant , let himbe ignorant ; but howeverknow,

that your unbelief cannot make the truth of God of none

effect . But is it not Prophefied by Ifaiah concerning the

Church, that he will turn his hand upon her, and purely

purge away her drofs , and take away all her tin , and will

reftore all her Judges as at the firft, and her Counſellors as at

the beginning , afterwards the fhall be called the City of

Righteousness , the faithful City : Zion fhall be Redeemed

with
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f
with Judgement , and her converts with Righteousness ;

whereby it appeareth that at theReftauration of the Church

the fecond time (whichis a very refining time , and of Re

demption through Judgement and Righteoufnefs which ye

talk fo much of) the Miniftry of the Church fhall be as they

were at the first gathering of it by theApoftles , and fogifted

just asthey were.

a

The endowing of thewitneffes at their Refurrection , ſhall

be with the Spirit of life fromGod entring into them , andfo

they shall be as at the firft ; for that is the gift it felf, which

brings into Unity of Spirit all the Prophets, Apoſtles and

Saints in all ages , and into Unity in Miniftry , as declaring

one Everlaſting Truth for fubitance , and from oneEternal

Root ; but in refpect of the gifts and operations of that one

Spirit or Gift, itmay be different at fundry times and feafons,

according to the workthat is to be done andthe various work

ings of the Spirit it felf; So God who at fundry times and

divers manners (pake tothe Jews by the Prophets, fpake inthe

laft times by his Son,by whom alfo he fpeaketh fundrywayes,

atfundry times, though not a fundry truth ; for the Apoftles

bare witnefs to the true light that lightneth every man,andto

the Wordnighinthe mouth and heart,as Mofes alfowitneffed;

and fo do we now bythe fame Spirit : theywere for taking

up and ſtanding in the Crofs , fulfilling of all Righteoufnels,

and forfeparation from every Idol, and all Idolatrous wayes ,

and fo arewe now,and that not only in word,but in deed and

in truth theywould not goforth to fpeak and fufferin their

own ftrength without power from above felt to enable them

thereunto, neither dare we the like without the fame Power;

fo thenhere are now judges as at thefirst , the fame Spirit of

Judgment proceeding(yea,theLord in his People rather com

ing more near to Judgement) and Counſellours as at the

beginning, thole that exhort and reprove in the fame Autho

Erity whoſe words the earthly mind is even lefs able to bear

than formerly , for Plagues and Wces unfufferable and for

fcorching vials arenowpouringforth uponthe feat ofthe Beaft

and the Whore, and hail-ftones fall from Heaven upon thei

wicked like the weight of atalent ; and thoſe who fpeakin

allwifdom to the Saints themselves, are feen , fo minifiring

from the life to the fameimmortallife, whereby they are build
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up unto a perfe& man ; fothatneither arethey tobe denied

to be Connfellours as at thebeginning , becauſe they do not

exhort People to be Baptizedwith water,&c. for they find not

that in their fpiritual Commiffion yea , fee by the in

ternallight, the endof all thadows which muft and do flee a

way at the very dawning of this bright day of the coming of

the Sonof man , which fhall neverfet more ; forfaith the

Lord to the Church , Thy Sun Jhall no more go down at noon : in

creaſe it fhall , but not decreaſe ; So here now is the true

Tayal of the crue Churchand Miniftry, when the fign of the

Sonof man is feeninHeaven , even himſelf appearing in his

Peopleas a univerfal light, enlightning every one asthe light

ning whichfhineth fromone end of Heaven to the other :

alfo by the Baptiſm of Fireand the Holy Spirit, which is felt

really amongst us; foras Eliab (in Jezabels time) faid (when

therewas a conteft about hisbeing a true Prophet, orwhether

Baals prophets (who were 450) werefuch orno) he that an

wereth by fire let him be Godsfothe Lord anfwering Eliah

byfire (a lively figure of thisfpiritual Baptifm) it licked up

the water which was in the ditch and wood, and fleſhly offe

ring ( a true reprefentation of the confuming outward fha

dows, & thehay, woodand stubble thatPaul(peaketh of) where

byhealone wasknown tobethe Lords ownProphet, and the

other (though many) to be falſe ones, and fo he had domi

nionoverthem and flew them ; Sofay I nowto all Sects and

Gatherings and Opinions in theworld, where the LordGod

Baptizeth withfire, conſuming and burning up the drofs, fil

ling his Peoplethat wait on him , with aHoly Jealousie for his

HolyName, and againſt all evil in thought, wordand deed,

where theoutward earthly tabernacle (as well as the inward)

is fhaken, whereall fhadows are made to vanith, as needlefs in

fuch a day as this , there is the true Church vifible , and the

true Prophets and Witneſſes who flay all falfe prophets with

the Sword of Chrifts mouth, layingthem byfpiritual Judge

ment under Eternal Condemnation (they repenting not)

and fo cafting them into the lake of fire. And in this fenfe

is that place in Ferno do be understood (which I believe ye

(called Seekers much tick ar ) where the Prophet fore-telling

the Reftauration of the Church after the captivity, faid ,

The
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TheCity should be builded upon herown Heap, and the Palace re

main afterthe mannerthereof, and that theirChildren fhould be as as

føretime, and their Congregation be eſtabliſhed before the Lord , and

their Noblesfhould be of themſelves, andtheir Governour proceedfrom

the midst of them, &c. towit, bythe building the Church upon

the fame true Foundation as formerly , evenChriſtthe true

light, and beftowing on it thefamefpiritual gift , which was

the Spirit of truth, the Fathers Promiſeto all true believers ;

So eftabliſhingthem upon the Rock of ages, against which the

Gates of Hell fhall not prevail ; out of whom thould go forth

fuch Minifters who fhould beNobleandValiant forthe Truth,

Chrifthimſelf, the Headof the Church , being their Gover

nour ; who from the midft of them arifeth in his ftrength

to fcatter all their enemies , and to punish all that oppreffe

them , as the Lord hath faid (he willdo by the fame Pro

phet ; fo that the Palace remains after themannerof the

former, as enjoying the fubftance , though the ſhadowes and

fame gifts in all things be not practifed by the Saints , or

found amongst them ; for the Prophet Amos Chap. 9. fore

telling of the railing up of the Tabernacle of David that was

fallen down, &c. faid, That the Lordwould build it as in the dayes

of olds Now we find that the Apostle James in Aus 15. ap

plieth this Prophefie tothe raifing up of the Gentile Church

in thofe dayes ; whichwas truly applied thereunto,becauſe al

thoughthe JewishChurch of old was very far different , both

in matterand manner of Adminiſtration, from theChurches

of Chrift then) yet it wasbuilded as in the dayes of old, be

canſe it was eſtabliſhed upon the Foundation ofAbraham, with

whom the Covenant was made both to the carnal and ſpiri

ualfeed, and becauſe the ſubſtance was felt andwitneſſed,

which wasthefame in the Saints in all ages. Wherefore I ex

ort ye all (called Seekers Jifye will find what ye fay ye feek af

er, tocome to the light in your own felves , andwait lowin

, fo fhall you find the vailto remove fromoff your under

andings,whereby the true & faithful witneſs Chrift Jefus will

efeen to ſtand up, andfo all impediments& ſtumbling blocks

ken up from the Letter without will be removed , and a

ght understanding of the Scriptures begiven, fo as to dif

ern ofthe times and feafons ; but ye must first come tothe

Cross
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Crofs by owning your Reprover forfin, and deny the pride,'

pleafures, interefts, folly and vanities of thisworld, fo asnot

the longer ye feek, the worse ye grow (as ' tis too manifeft

fomeof you have done ) for it is the humble thathewill teach,

and his fecret, is with them that fear him , fo as toshewthem

his Covenant (for ſo have 1 found it by experience) which

Covenant oflight being witneſſed, ye will easily feeyourway

to Sion , andyour Leader thither , not ſtanding ſtill for lack

of gifts in others , or wancing an Adminiftrator ofexternal

ordinances, but will keep to yourown , and find in duetime

fuch purePowerto arife , as will adminifter toyou in his own

Sanctuary, and make you Minifter that to others , whichwill

plainly thew that ye are thoſe whoare called & chofen & faith

ful, thoughye never ſpeak with any other Tongue than your

MotherTongue, or do anyoutward Miracle ; yet fpeaking

anddeclaring of all his wonderful works.y

Nowcome I to ftand upin defence of the Truth and true

Church of the first born , against all you of what fort foever

yoube,orunder what name foever ye go,who being out of all

thofe aforenamed Sects, lift your heads on high , fnuffing up

thewind, and thinkit toolow a condition for youto believe

in the true light withinyou , which fecretly reproveth for all

fin and evil, andfo to wait humbly andfilently therein, with

the People of God (called Quakers in derifion , becauſe they

tremble at the Word of theLord , and are afraid to offend

(in the least thing) that of God in them) for ſo muft you

much denyyour felves,bothin wisdom,talking and behaviour

anongft men with whom ye converfe , which Crofs wouldto

them feem a ridiculous and foolish thingin you: Yewill fay

perhaps ye are above Ordinances or fhadows , and can live

Latisfied ofyour felves by that which ye knowand are taught

of God, without joyning to, orwalkingwith any; But con

fider Friends , there is one great Ordinance whichye muft

never get above , but be in fubjection to, if everyewill have

true Peace with the living God , and that is Chriftthe true

light, who fhines in everyones heart , either as a Juftifier or

Condemner, who is thegreat gift of theFather to the Sons

of men, and himwhom he hath ordained to fave or deſtroy

for ever. Now (whatever men may talk or tattle, or boaſt

of
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of themſelves) this is a more certain truth , fealed in me by

the Spirit of the Lord God , that whofoever he be that truly

believeth in Chrift the light , doth whatfoever the light lead

eth unto and that one special thing which it leads un

toistis to bring the Creature , Soul , Body and Spirit in

to a right frame and order, out of its own will into the Will

ofits guide, which is the lights fo as that man fhall not walk

atrandom, fpeak or do as it pleafeth him, butthall freely and

naturally love theSociety
and

joyn viſibly in the bond of:

Amitywiththoſe that believe andwalk inthelight , knowing

a time of filence, as they do, and a bridle for the tongue, fo

as tokeephis mouth as with a bit and this is to walk in the

foot-fteps of theFlock; for in this manner doth the good

Thepherdput his theep forthy & go before them in this his day,

the ſtates and conditions of all thoſe who havebeen in ſpiri

tualcaptivity, fo requiring it nor is it enough for any of

youtofay, is God tied up to a Form ? For we know this

is noform or frame of mans devifing, but what the light na

turally and mans condition neceffarily calls himinto ; for if

his delight be with the Saints and those that excel in vertue,

as Davids was who had a fincere heart , he cannot but come

amongſtthen in love, and if they there wait on the Lord, he

to wait with them , if they feek the Lord , he to feek.

him with them , if they love the Lords Judgements and

Reproofs , he to love them alfo , and if they rejoyce in the

Lord, heto rejoyce alſo , this is to be like minded and affe

&ionateone toanother, hereby doth thepure and unfeigned

love appear,& the Unity ortheOnety in theSpirit is witneſſed,

here is a Church viſible in a ſweet and ſpiritual order , and

yet out of anyinvented or humane form ; for although we

know andfay that mans orderis confulion , yet we alſo know

andſaythatGod is aGod of order not of confufion ; Now

what is more comely than for Friends and Brethren in the

truth to live together in Unity , and in what way can this

Unity be morefhewer, than by meeting and affenibling toge

ther to wait upon the Lord , to know his Counfel , to feel his

Teachings, to fpeak whenhe fpeaketh , to move when he mo

veth , andtoreft when he refteth ; Is not thisGods way of

leading his People to Canaan , yea, and in Canaan , is not this

one part of walking inthe light of the Lamb, is not this a part

G of
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of that oneheart and oneway that the Lord hath promiſed to

lead his People in? is not here a fpiritual Harmony, and here

by, doth not the Saints (in a great meaſure) appear to be a

City fet on a Hill that cannotbe hid ? Let that of God

antwerin every one of you, and not yourown high concei

vings.

But yewill be ready to fay, Whatdifference is there betwist you

andother Sects in this ? they meet together (asyou do) in an apo

•pointedplace, and at afet hour , theypray , fit and bearonefack to

them, &c. andyou do the like an ovvelici

3

Doth not right reafon (unlessany be paft reafon ) tell you,

that if Perfons meetthey must have a Place to meetat or in,

andthat they must alfo know the time of theirfo affembling,

why then do you argue against neceffityis felf? But if the

endofyour fo objecting be to destroyall general Affemblings

of the Saints together , then I fay you fpeak not inGods

Wiſdom , nor know not the thoughts of his hearts forthe

Apoſtlewho was in the Wiſdom ofGod, and had received the

Spirit of Truth to guide him, faith, Exbort yeone another daily,

least any ofyou be hardnedthrough thedeceitfulneſs offingand where.

as perhaps ye may think fuch Meetings areneedleſs, becauſe

of this day of the Lord that isrifen and arifing ; thefame Apo

ftle argues quite contrary , faying , Notforfaking the Aſſembling

ofyour felvestogether ( as the manner offame is ) but exhorting one

another, andfo much themore, as wefee theday approaching 3.Oh!

People confider , that the perfect day of the Lordis notex

Ceeding defirableof all the Children of light therefore the

more they efpy it, the moretheyſeek after it NowExhor

tations or other Declarations that come fromthe light oflife,

raifeth the light of life in others , andſo brings on the days

for it is like fire begetting fire, or like face anſwering to facein

a glafs , not like the dead anddry words of other Affemblies,

where there is no waiting in the light (firft) to feel the life,

but a continual trading and going onin felf-ſtrength, butye

cannot nor dare not deny but that we dofo wait, and all

words fpoken out of that are judgedby thefames and ifany

one among us look outafterwords, and is not as wellfatisfied

without them as with them , if the Lord willhave all fefh

keepfilence before him , that diffatisfaction is Judged alfa.

Besides, if ye were in that which giveth a right difcerning, ye
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would fee that words ſpoken from the life are altogetherneed

fulfor the conjviction and converfion of the world , by di

recting their mindsto thetrue light their guide ; andwould

alfo fee thatmoft wordsthat are fpoken are for their fakes , as

taking compaffion onthe multitude , who are wandring like

fheep without a thepherd; and the Lord God will have all this

fo tobe for Jerufalems fake, which he will makethe praiſe ofthe

whole earth; therefore fhall not his Watch-men keep filence

night nor daytill herbrightnefs go forth as the light, and her

Righteoufnels as the Lamp that burneth;Wherefore ifye knew

what thismeaneth, yewouldnot condemn the guiltlefs, yea,

the faithful fordoing their duty , for which they fofuffer by

the hands of wicked men ; but it is nowonder that ye do ſo,

forye being in a too loofe liberty, underpretence of Chri

ftian Liberty,defpife and thunthe Crofs as fooliſhneſs,whichto

us is the Power of God. NW

But perhaps ye will furtherfay, Although wordsmay be uſeful

fotheworld, as alfa tobuild up those who are weak, or that are not

come toperfection ; yet to those whohave attained, they are uſeleſs, ac

cordingto thyown Doctrine , who baft faid before that the HolyCity

had no need ofthe Sun, Moon or light of a Candle, &c.

•

Tis one thing tohearwords that come from the life out of

neceffity , andanotherthing to hear them in the Unity ; now

the Saints who walk in theLambs immediate light alone, may

hear the Bride-grooms voice in others , and havegreat joy

therein , though they are notſpoken to their particular con

ditions , or have no need at all of any outwardDeclaration

to build them up ; fo John his joy was fulfilled, in hearing

what Chrift preached to others ; Therefore the Affembly of

all Saints is ftill needful , both to rejoyce together in the

Truth, andto witnessthe fame in the fight of others.

But fome of Thoughweare not of the number of
You mayfav

any of thofe Sects thou hast mentioned , nor walkwith you (yet we do

meet together at certain times) and pray andpreach ; yea, andfing

alfo ( and are therefore called the finging People) andprofeffing the

Virgin life, as those who live in the highest Region of Light and

Truth.

C

J

Friends , confider ferfoudly with your felves what you do,

leaft ye deceive your own Souls ; for it is notin words, no nor

the higheſt words that can be uttered (nor thofe in the highest

G2 man
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manner that Gods Kingdom doth confift ; therefore examine.

your felves whether ye are yet cometo the first Principle of

God inyourfelves, which is the true light within, that fearch

eth the heart, judgeth the deceit thereof, makes humble and

meek , pulls down pride within and without roots out the

covetousness, deniesrefpect of, or from perfons, brings tothe

Crofs every way,& intothetrue filence, before themouth is o

penedby thePowers for whofhall take hisWordorCovenant

into his mouth,
hat is not Reformed ? Orhow can the dead.

praife theliving? Now thoſe marks of Non-reformation by

the light , are too, vifible upon you . Wherefore ſtop your

mouths ye Preaching & Praying lumenaries that are found in

the pollutions of the world, that flee the Crofs, and love not

to come tothe light that yemay be Judged ; but will be rea

dy tobe angry or touchy at fuch wordsas thefe , faying , We

are too cenforious, or the like ; when asthey are but thewords of

truth and fobernels , for truth and fobriety confifts in plain

dealing,which ye all will confefs is aJewel, andyet donot de

fire tobeplainly dealt withal ; ye are they that caufe divifions

& rents,profeffing tobe taught ofGod,& yet fand at a diſtance

from thofe who by his trueTeachings take up the Crofs and

staudin ic; Wherefore link down I charge you all fuch, and

come to the light , believing and waitingin it with us , and

let not the glory of thisworld, orany otherintereft, pleafure

or luft hinder youfrom fo doing, fufhall ye be called theRe

pairers of the breaches, and thoſe that follow Love and

Peace aright , which
which is fhewen in nothing more than by ha

ying one heart and one way with Gods People who ye

will not deny many of us tobe) to ferve him (with them)

withone confent ; for we knowthat ye ought to return to us,

and thatwe must not return toyou.
iw osbus

And as for you Singers, confider whether ye have not rather

cauſe to mourn and lament, fince thofe things which are the

proper caufes of forrow are foundin and amongyou? Will

yebe covetous, proud andlofty , felf-feeking, diffenible for

advantage fake , refpect and court perfons, and the like

and come before the Lord with a Song ? Can fuch fing the

New Song as Redeemed from the earth ? Nay , they that

live in pleaſure are dead while they live , and fo are in the

grave of fin , in which there is no true remembrance of the

"

Lord

"

·
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LordGodof Life andPower , andfarfromthe undefiledVir

ginity of the Lambs Wife. Whereforebe not deceived, God

is not mocked, for this is but a mockery, and except ye come

first to thehouſe of mourning, and bid Adieu to allyour lo

vers andpassunder the Rod, ye cannot bebrought intothe

bond of the Covenant of Light, Life and Peace , but your

Harps muft needs be ( cre long ) hangedupon the Willowes ;

For how fhould ye fing the Song of the Lord in a ſtrange

Land?

my

F

But I hear fome of you retorting, and faying , Thou hast

judged all but yourfelves , as living infin , and divers lufts and ido

latry, &c. but we fee the famethings among you, that thou chargeſt

uswith and denieft us for ; Is not covetousness idolatry, and unmer

cifulness a fruit ofunrighteoufnefs? - are not fome ofyou alfo inthe pride

in your boufe, and in the fulneffe of bread, when fome are

pinched ? are ye not too partial in looking upon one more than a

nother ? doth not anger and emulation and judging one another

wrongfully, and rafh speaking appear among you ? do we not fee these

things, and whythenshouldye be accounted morethe Church of Chrift

than anyother People ; for the Kingdom ofGod stands not in yea and

way, pulling or notpulling off abat, faying thou to any one, or mea

ring of apparel or taking by the handor taking by the hand, but in Righteousnesse

and all the fruits thereof, as thou thy felf haft faids

If I fpeak of my felf my witnefs is not true , I judge you

not out of that light whichjudgeth all things , which ye ei

ther call natural and infufficient , or fleight as a little , low

and weak thing , andfo are out of that which fhould make all

works acceptable to the Lord, andwhich fhould difcover and

deſtroy all unrighteousness ; fo thatyearenot only denied be

caufe ofyour bad fruits , but as being out from that which

would make you bring forth good fruits , for make the tree

good , andthe fruit (hall be good , faith Chrift the light , in

whomthe tree is madegood, as actingfrom a living Principle,

yet that the tree isknown by its fruit I grant and affirm and

have affirmed againft all loofe and ranting fpirits in the world,

who would have no outward action to be a mark or token of

the good or evil tree; but the light, Life or Principle muſt

not be feperated fromthe action , nor the action from it , for

iffo , all a mans righteoufnefs becomes unrighteoufnefs , as

G 3
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acted from ſelf, in the wrong ground , and his knowledge

like a cloud without water. But as for your objecting againſt

our converſation in the world ; I fay , we judge our felves

(firft) and efpie the beam in our own eye; for being turned

to the light which makes manifeft, the leaft thing that ap

peareth in us contrary thereto , is as a beam, which (while

tanding) clouds and overspreads the pure prefence ofGod ;

wherefore we are not at reft day or night , till the beant be

be plucked out , and fo do we efpie and reprove the faults of

others who either plead for fin as longas they live, or excufe

their owniniquitybyothers failings, andyet thinkthemſelves

fafe. And this I would have none ofyou beignorant of, that

although webelieve perfection to be attainable in this world,

yetwe are very fenfible, that it is not the work of a day,

moneth, or year , bus that there must be much waiting,

many a figh and groan , a great fpiritual combate with the

Dragon and his Angels within , a diligent and expert exer

cifing ofthe wholeArmour of light , ere fuch a State be wit

neffed ; but this is our comfort , that we are truely turned to

that which gives the victoryin the end , andfo are not faith

lefsbut believe, as alfo, that the Lambs War is truely begun

in us, who fights ourbattels for us , while we ſtand ſtill and

behold his Salvation ; with which Salvation , fome are al

readyfaved, and others faving ; fo every one in his own

meaſure and order , fo that ( in few words ) if any or all

of thofe things byyou objected fhould fometime appear in or

among fome ofus, yet know they are not ours , but the evil

ones towhom they belong; for whenwe fpeakof our felves as

Saints, we mind that which is born of God which cannot

fin , for that is the Ele& Seed , which is for ever joyned to

theLord , and takes his part againft the tranfgreffours and

this I will fay, not onely for my felf, but in the behalfof

other brethren and friends (in whofe defence I have been

hoved to make this Apologie) that there is never a one a

mongst us , who are truely and fincerely come to the light,

but do love judgement , yea wait for his judgements to be

brought tolight, andforth to victory, even as the watchman

watcheth forthe morning; and fofar are anyfuch from plead

ing for any onefin in thought word or deed , that it is their

meat
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meat and drink to dothe will of the Father ; and like gall

and wormwood to the pure thing ofGod inthem, when it is

not fulfilled , neither can they be (in the
least content to

fhrowd themfelves under a Profeffion of truth, foas the more

freely to act deceit thereby, bur both defire and witnefs a

growth in truth and righteoufnefs, as knowing that not to

goforwardis to go backward; And as for any that come

among us, and feemto walk with us, that are otherwife

and conditioned then I have declared, bythe light

they are judged , andby the truth denied , and by the fan

winnowed,and in themfelvés condemned; wherefore funible

not at the light and truth becauſe of offences,for that causeth

not the offence , but by degrees gathereth all things that do

offend out of the Fathers Kingdom, and maketh fearfulneſs

in duetime to ſurpriſe the Hypocrite ; fo God is glorified,

and his truth vindicated thereby. Thus the foundation of

God ftandeth fure tothe Seed , notwithſtanding all fuch ob

jections,and the true Churchwhich is the pillar and groundof

truth is appeared in this our day, fo that none hath any more

juft caufe to difown it for fome faults andfailings that mayyet

be foundamong us , then the heathen hadjuft caufe to deny

the Jews outward , tobe the Lords people, when they came

out of Babylon to build theTemple, becaufe of fome things

that were not right andcomely aniongft them , against which

Nehemiah contefted, and whichwere alſo rectified, which was

a figure ofChrift Jefus the fpiritual King, the Rectifier , re

former andperfecter of his People.

And as for fome outward geftures and behaviour among

men, which ye account as trivial and indifferent things,.

know that though they are little in themſelves , yet as they

flowfrom a pure Principle ofGod in us, which makes us out

wardlyto teftifie against the pride and loftinefs of man, which

is to be brought downin this the day ofthe Lords exaltation,

they are of great and neceffary ufe, and as for taking bythe

hand, it is a manifeftation of equality and unity among

friends in the life , andto bedone from apure moving, and

not fromatie or cuftome; but as for yea andnay,whatever is

more either in word or work cometh of evil ; Aud fo I fhall

conclude with prayer to the God of all Grace, that as he

y
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which hath called us by his Son,is holy, fo we may beholy

all manner of Crfation more and more , tilleverythin

that offendeth within or without be taken away, that fo the

new Heavens and ner Earth,wherein dwelleth all righteousness, may

be enjoyed,wherein love(whichthe fulfilling thereof)dothplen

tifully flowand not wax cold, that the Lord God may

glorified in usand we in him, and his Name be written

our fore-heads, to the topping of the mouths of all that op

poſe the truth , to him be praiſe, and glory and everlafting

Dominion now and for evermore,
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which hath called us by his Son,is holy, fo we maybeholym

all manner of converfation moreand
and more, till every thing

that offendeth within or without be taken away, that fo the

new Heavens and ner Earth, wherein dwelleth all righteousness, may

be enjoyed,wherein love(whichthe fulfilling thereof)dothplen

tifully How and not wax cold, that the Lord God may be

glorified in usand we inhim , and his Name be written in

our fore-heads, tothe topping of the mouths of all that op

pofe the truth , to him be praife, andglory and everlafting

Dominion nowand for evermore,
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